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INTRODUCTION: 

In December of 2018 I discovered that the Gor Banjara tribe had a professors 
association, inaugurated in 2011. National Banjara Professors Association 
(NBPA). Yearly the Banjara professor’s and lecturers arrange for a national 
conference. I contacted their founding President, Shri D. Rama Naik in the city 
of Bengaluru. I shared my vision on the possibility of solving the ancient 
mystery of the origin of the Banjara people. Naik took interests in the possibility 
of a rediscovery of his tribe’s identity. My hope that their ancestral history 
should be included in the curriculum in the educational sector. My first task was 
to connect NBPA to the idea that the Banjaras and the Kuchi tribes in Ghor 
province in Afghanistan have a distant common ancestor. These two tribal 
communities share the same understanding of the key word «Tanda», and 
their females share the same ancient dress code. The President invited me to 
share a paper at the World Roma Banjara Day conference in Bengaluru 7th 
and 8th of April 2919. It was an honour and a great privilege to share my 
research in the presence of Shri D. Rama Naik. He encouraged me to present 
a paper, and share my viewpoints and facts with this greater audience.

This book is neither about politics, nor do it take into consideration any modern 
day political or cultural status of the Banjara people. I use the term 
“Gor Banjara” becuse this is used for Banjaras living inside Karnataka. And my 
research have been done in this arm of the greater Banjara tribe and people. 
I have taken a deeper look into history and possible origin of the Banjara 
people. From various sources this tribe can be identified as part of the Indus 
valley communities, at least for the past 600 years. The Gor Banjaras are 
known as a part of Bharat from written sources back to the 15th century as 
nomads, a travelling business community. As a secluded tribe, they have 
preserved ancient clues of their earlier dwelling places. In their dress code and 
folklore there are elements that takes them beyond the Cyber pass in the 
Himalaya’s and onto the Silk Road towards Persia. In my bid to decode the 
ancient origin, a rethink had to be done. Since there are no written sources of 
their ancient origin.  
What methods have been used to decode the origin of the Banjaras? 
I have used clues from their migration patterns, decoded words in their 
language Gormati, (Lambadi), done a comparative study of the dress code of 
their females, and not to forget: I have taken DNA tests of their males. 
Analysing all the data has truly been a big puzzle. Not being able to see the full 
picture you are looking for, you have to start with a hypothesis, a theory that 
could be proven right or wrong. Like: The Banjara people are not originally 
from South Asia, but have migrated eastwards from the Middle East. Next, you 
have to be able to identify what kind of pieces in the puzzle you are searching 
for, and eventually puzzle them correctly till the full picture can be seen.
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My conclusions are not final. The work will continue. I hope that I have found 
enough stuff to trigger the interests of researches and scientists from various 
universities. And when they look into this matter will conclude. DNA-tests of 
males in the the Gor Banjara tribe have identified them as men of Middle 
Eastern origin. This nomadic tribe still use the word «Aram» every day in their 
welcome greeting to you. Another important word in their language (Gormati) 
can still be found in Egypt: Tanda (camp). Tanda is likewise found in 
Afghanistan, along the Silk Road from India towards the ancient green 
pastures of Goshen in Egypt. Tanda is also used by the Berber tribes in the 
Atlas Mountains in Marocco. I have traced the Persian fingerprints back to 
ancient Israel and Bethlehem. The birthplace of whom I believe is the Messiah, 
Yeshua of Nazareth. (Jesus). Without His guidance and help it would not have 
been possible to publish this book. It is my hope and prayer that the Banjara 
people will look on this new discovery as added flavour to their life. That their 
sons and daughters will consider the connection to the ancient people of Israel 
as a treasure, not a matter of concern. I dream of the day my beloved Banjara 
people will eventually find peace with the God all of them are searching for, but 
99 per cent of them do not know.

Ivar Fjeld
October 2021
Gadag, India.  

It was a great privilege and honour to be given a chance to present the 
Banjara-Kuchi connections at the 8th annual conference of NBPA.

Five



My wife Eli, D. Rama and his wife Jayalaksmi at the conference in Bengaluru.
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Exchanging gifts with NBPA.

Greeted by prof. 
Dinesh Sewa Rathod 

World Roma Day 7th of 
April 2019 in Bengaluru. 
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The origin of Banjara brings us back to 
600 B.C

The Banjara’s and their ancient journey eastwards 
into India.  

Could the Banjara tribe have been present in the Middle East, as they served in
the ancient Kingdom of Israel? Prof.Vishnu J. Chavan claim the Banjaras 
were abroad and away from The Indus Valley from 600 B.C to 350 B.C. 

The same claim of dwellings abroad are recorded in International Journal 
of Humanities and Social Sciences (IJHSS), ISSN: 2319-393X  Vol.1, 
Issue 2 Nov 2012 37-44. Dy.Director & Liaison Officer (SC/ST Cell). 
Banoth Lal from Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University, Hyderabad gives
this introduction to the mystery of the origin and ancient dwelling places of 
the Banjara tribe: 
India, a country with diversified cultural heritage, spread widely with various 
cultures, traditions, castes based on their respective professions. Banjaras 
a tribe in India, meant for their efficient logistics is a shining beacon to the 
nation’s culture and are the best known for their migrating from one place 
to other in search of merchandise, with their Pack-Bullocks. They have shown 
path to various empires from north to south and are meant to be the 
outstanding service providers to the kings in showing path to them, as they 
themselves are the explorers of the places. 

Records from the third annual conferense of The National Banjara Professors Association.
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To elevate their cultural richness a brief secondary research is carried out based 
on the previous scriptures, and many facts regarding these tribes have been 
unveiled during the study. The paper makes us to travel from 6th century BC to 
the current day and shows their importance in the past and present. Their 
significance and their participation while forming an empire, is clearly articulated 
in the paper. 

Dr. Banoth Lal gives us an overview of what we know from modern times, and 
the trading rations between the Banjara’s and the Moghul emperor of India: 
The title of his paper is «Historical facts about migration of Banjaras to 
Hyderabad state» Historically, the Banjaras had been carriers of supplies and 
drivers of Pack-Bullocks. There are a number of  historical evidences, which 
prove that the Banjara tribe is one of the aboriginal and primitive tribes of Indian 
sub-continent. The ‘Lamani Margas” brings back to 6th Century B.C and proves 
that this tribe lived even before the period of Budha. The Banjaras are known
variously in different parts of the country as Sugali, Banjara, Vanjara, 
Lambada, Laman, Labhan etc., differences being phonetic variations of the 
same nomenclature. All the words except the first two are derived from the 
sanskrit word ‘Lavana’ meaning salt, which was one of their principal items of 
trade. The work Banjara is said to be derived from the Sanskrit word 
“Vanachara” or Wanderers of jungle and the ‘Sugali” is derived from the word 
‘Sugwala’ means a ‘good-cowherd’, and who produces good breed bulls. The 
name of the Sugali, Lamana or Banjara signifies neither an ethnic group nor a 
caste, since each group finds always the other inferior to them, but signifies only 
an activity as wandering transporters. The sugali seems to be the most ancient. 
Since their migrations go as far back as the 6th Century B.C., their extensive 
migrations took them sometimes outside the frontiers of Rajasthan. 

These migrations if they are judged by the inscriptions found in Khyber and 
Bolan passes, had taken place between 600 B.C. and 350 B.C. The  Banjaras 
stopped their migrations towards west during the decline of Buddhism around 
12th century A.D. Before the Moghul invasion. This period noted with a great 
isolation of agglomerations. Thus, the carvaneers found great possibilities of 
selling goods. They exchanged luxury articles for some time and that was given 
up to the benefit of items of food stuffs of duty necessities exchanged between 
towns and villages in North-West India. Banjaras, a tribe with rich culture and 
heritage known for their logistics in past, they are the reasons for empires to fall 
or rise, besides they are known for their quality of exploring the nation and are 
meant to be the great service providers in the form of showing path to many 
kings like Mohammad-Bin-Tuglak, Shah Jahan, Allaudin Khilji and many more. 
However, historians have shown their importance in various scriptures and have 
mentioned how they have migrated from north-west to south, most of them have 
quoted that they have come to south in 600 AD.                                                                               
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In regard to their importance, a study is conducted based on the secondary data 
available, which shows us a clear path how these once nomads have turned to 
merchants in transport and migratory beings along serving various kings in wars 
and are true discoverers of nation and currently are good participants. Besides 
the study mentions about their active participation in freedom fight towards the 
nation and Telangana which was ruled under the nawabs, their presence in 
Warangal and their active role in deciding the nation’s future is also mentioned 
as they are efficient and effective people in Andhra Pradesh are great 
contributors for development. 

The Banjaras of Deccan often mentioned by Mohammedan and British 
historians have a long history of migrations. What distinguishes the migration of 
the Banjaras from the migration of other tribal groups is the fact that they never 
shifted their habitat as aimless wanderers rooted out of their native habitat by 
the invasions of a superior people or by the exhaustion of natural resources or 
livelihood in the original homeland. The earliest recorded evidence regarding 
this nomadic trading community is available in the personal narration of Mohd 
Fershta Bilgram’s’Tarikh-e-han-Jahan Lodi-e-Niamutullah’ about 1612 A.D. 
According to Mohammad Kasim Ferishta in his work on ‘History of the Rise of 
the Mohomedan power in India’ in the year 1417 A.D., large convoys of 
Banjaras bullocks were seized by Khan Khanan who rebelled against Feroz 
Shah Bahamano to occupy the throne of Gulbarga.As carriers of grain for 
Mohammadan armies, the Banjaras figured in the history from the day of 
Mohammad-bin-Tuglak to Aurangazeb. They also supplied grains to the British 
army, British army under the marquise of Carn Wallies during the seize of 
Srirangapatnam in 1791-92 A.D.  According to the opinion of Kaul that Banjaras 
migrated to the south with the first Mohammadan armies, which invaded the 
south in 14th Century. Cumberlege, British historian, opines that Banjaras first 
came to the Deccan with Asaf Khan in the campaign which closed with the 
annexation of Ahmednagar and Berar by the emperor Shah Jahan about 1630.  

There are many interesting points made in this brief summary. The Banjaras 
was the important suppliers of the Moghul Emperor’s as their fought their wars 
on the Indian subcontinent. But before that, about 100 years earlier, the 
Banjaras were a critical supply factor for the Bahmani Empire, who ruled further 
south in India, with their capitals Gulbarga and Bidar inside today’s state of 
Karnataka. While the Moghuls operated out of Afghanistan, the Bahmanis 
fetched their inspiration from ancient Persia. The Portuguese concurred todays 
state of Goa in 1510 from the Bahmani sultan of Bijapur. Goa is located on the 
shores of the Indian Ocean. The Banjaras was not only was hired to bring 
supplies through the Himalayan hills. Traffic on the Lamani Marg’s 
included loading and reloading of essential goods from the ancient harbours of 
the Konkan Coast. Where the Banjaras play an important role even today. 



Lal do not share his sources for claiming that there are traces of the Banjara 
tribe operating in long distant transportation as long back as 600 B.C. In the 
sixth century before Christ the Achaemenid Empire of Persia was established 
as the regions new superpower. This empire in the first known to base its 
power on nomadic tribes. Also the first kingdom known for minting coins, and 
to establish trade across three continents. The Western edge of the empire is 
in todays Bulgaria in Europe. The Persians ruled beyond the Black Sea and 
Greece. The eastern edge of the empire brought its business community to the 
present borders between Pakistan and India. Establishment of trade between 
the Indus Valley and the Donau river became a source of wealth and prosperi-
ty. Crossing the Bosphorus strait the Persian Royal Road would take you 
2.700 kilometres from Sardes present day Turkey to the citadel of Susa. 
Understanding the history and influence of the citadel of Suaa is likely the key 
to decode the ancient work and dwellings of the Banjara tribe. The Persian 
historien Ferista has recoded that the Bahmani emperor Firuz Shah Bahmani, 
who ruled from 24 November 1397 to 1 October 1422, relied on the Banjara 
tribe for the provision of his army. In a bid to prevent a defeat at the battlefield, 
a competing king captured and stole the supplies from a Banjara caravan. 
Firuz Shah Bahmani claimed his origin beyond the Islamic area. The Bahman-
is believed their forefather was Kay Bahman, a mythological figure who is 
identified in one of their traditions as King Artaxerxes I of the Achaemenid 
Empire who ruled from 465 to 424 BC. The Bahmani emperors were supposed 
to be the sons of Astūrīā, who in the bible is identified as Queen Esther. A 
Jewish girl from the Israeli tribe of Benjamin, who was elevated and became 
the Queen of Persia. If the Banjaras are of Persian or Middle Eastern origin, 
this will be exposed in their DNA. And not so strange. The male Banjara DNA 
is not of eastern or central Asian origin. Their DNA match several tribes in the 
Middle East. The Banjara DNA is closer related to the DNA of Western Europe 
than to the other nomadic tribes in Central Asia or subcontinental tribes of 
Indian origin. In this book I will in details explain how likely it is that the daugh-
ters of the Gor Banjara tribe are lost daughters of Israel. Hopefully the tribe will 
go through a full rediscovery.    

The Royal Road was the ancient highway of the Persian Empire. 4



In 2019 I made a website on the DNA of the Banjara people. Here you find 
details of what the scientists have discovered.  
(https://banjaradna2.wordpress.com) 
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The Menorah ring at Belldadi tanda 

To be able to decode a secluded nomadic tribe you have 
to get assimilated and adopted into their culture. To be 
able to see what they have seen.  

This can only be done through divine intervention. To help and bless the 
Banjaras became a life mission as a result of gifting my life into the hands of 
Jesus the Messiah. He called me to become a servant of this tribe. I shared 
chai with the first group of them in Goa in India in 2007. I had no knowledge 
about these gypsies at that moment, and hardly any serious encounters with 
any tribe what so ever.

Two Israeli coins used by a Banjara woman, rings made in Belldadi Tanda south of Gadag. 
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But since late 2004 my heart had started to beat for the cause of the Jewish 
people and the nation of Israel. Already into my first year with the Lamanis, 
I started to sense they could belong to one of the lost 10 tribes of Israel.



Slowly the Messiah lead me down a path where I found pieces that could fit 
into the puzzle. The first astonishing circumstantial evidence was the 
discovery of a Banjara female in Belldadi Tanda 10 kilometres south of the city 
of Gadugi. She was wearing an Israeli coin ring. A 10 per cent coin of a 
shekel. With the imprinted image of the Menorah from the temple in 
Jerusalem. The lady was wearing two rings with Israeli coins, possibly a 
strange coincidence. But still remarkably unlikely to have no deeper 
explanation, this lady not even knowing where to put the state of Israel on the 
map. I purchased one of her rings, and started the search for the reason why 
a Banjara woman would bear this image with such great pride.  

The Banjara people are in India called 
by the negative slang «Lamanis», and 
are considered an outcast, even among 
other scheduled tribes. The Banjaras 
have a literacy rate below 10 per cent. 
In the state of Goa the word «Lamani» 
is used to describe an uneducated 
nobody, a wild creature who mostly live 
up in the mountains. In the local 
language, similar to a «ghati». This tribe 
should at least be honoured by the 
locals for keeping Goa clean by doing 
most of the rag picking along the roads 
in the tourist belt. During the last period 
of the British occupation of India, the 
Banjara people was hammered. From 
1871 the British colonial power 
persecuted this tribe under the 
Criminal Tribes Act. The Banjaras faced 
similar hardship as the Jews did in 
Germany in the late 1930-ties. They 
were robbed for their income, no longer 

permitted to do long distant transportation with bullocks. They were confined 
to new villages established on governmental land, forced into farming on 
rocky soil. Without proper income their males were forced to steal to bring 
home food. The British Raj feared the Banjara’s could be suppliers of
insurgents during rebellions. Therefor the male members of the Banjara tribe 
had to report to the local police station on a regular basis. And worst of it all. 
By law a Banjara child was legally considered a criminal. He would only be 
able to pick up his fathers profession as a robber. The Banjara tribe was by 
London considered as «untermench».                                 
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The purchase of the Israeli coin-ring lead me to a professor in 
anthropology at Karnataka State University in the city of Dharwad. 
Prof.K.C Tarachand is a tribesman. He explained and what he said has been 
put on record. This was no coincidence, a lady just finding two Israeli coins 
along the road. The Banjara people has had a fascination for the menorah 
symbol for ages.Isolated from other circumstantial evidence, the ring coin hold 
no scientific merit. But when you see the Banjara people painting the Star of 
David on the floor of the entrance of their house, and decorate tiles with the 
Seal of Solomon, you know that you are on track. You know you have done a 
major discovery.
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From Jerusalem to Karnataka 
The Seal of Solomon was a signet ring that once belonged 
to King Solomon of Israel.

Almost every morning this symbol is painted
on the floor by my neighbor in Gadag. 

Jewish tradition believed the ring 
possessed magical powers. This ring 
also figured in some Western and 
Islamic occultism in later years as 
adopted from the Jewish tradition of 
old. The Seal of Solomon was different 
from the Star of David, the national 
symbol of Israel or God’s chosen 
people. Legend has it that King 
Solomon improved upon the simple 
design of the Star of David, which he 
inherited from his father, King David. 
Some two thousand years later during 
the medieval times, there is some 
evidence that Christians and Jews also 
believed in the power of the Seal of 
Solomon to protect them from the 
forces of darkness. During those times, 
talismans and amulets bearing the 
Seal of Solomon were commonplace. 
They were believed to protect the 
wearer from being influenced by 
demons and evil spirits or simply from 
bad luck. Many homes bore the seal on 
door frames or lintel beams with the 
intention of protecting the home 
against fires and spirits. The most 
famous synagogue to have the star is 
the one discovered in 1866 in 
Capernaum (Kfar Nachum), a village 
on the Galilee initially founded by the 
Hashmoneans following their 
Chanukah victories. This synagogue is 
actually more popular among 
Christians, since the gospels of Luke 
and Mark describe how Jesus 
preached there.

The Seal of Solomon in the 3rd century 
synagogue in Capernaum in Israel. 

9
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The Seal of Solomon on an amulett 

The Star of David and the Seal of Solomon are common symbols on the floors of 
the Banjaras in Tandas around the city of Gadag in Karnataka.  



Encyclopaedia Britannica names Banjari females in India 
Labhani. 

I was sometimes called a «Laban» during my younger years. A phrase used for 
a naughty fellow, and a cheater. The origin of this word is the biblical person 
Laban, the father in law of Jacob, the father of 12 sons who were going to 
become the origin of the 12 tribes of Israel.

Laban and females called Labhani

 

Under the Reformation Norway became a Lutheran kingdom. I was raised 
in the Christian faith, having Christianity as a subject in primary school. 
«You are a Laban» was a common phrase in the Norwegian language, for a 
boy who is ready to cheat to get his way. 

11



Encyclopaedia Britannica is a valid source for the Gor Banjara females in North 
India being called by the name Labhani. In the Indian context the use of this 
word are mostly explained to be  «Lavan». Meaning white. But if you translate 
the word Labhani literally into Hindi, the word will portray a daughter of Laban. 
The use of the North Indian word «Labhani» might have multiple layers of 
usage down the path of ancient history. Standing alone it would prove nothing, 
in particular not any connection to the biblical Mediterranean family of Laban. 

Genesis 25:20. 
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, 
the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan Aram, 
the sister of Laban the Aramean.

But not only are the Banjara females known by the term “Labhani”, and use the 
word Labar for a cheater. The Banjara tribe also, exclusively in India, use the 
word «Aram» as the first greetings when meeting along the road, or entering 
the house of a friend. To find out if you are ok and in peace a Banjara 
tribesmen will ask «Aram chi?». If there is nothing seriously wrong, you will 
automatically reply «Aram Tzo». For all who are well versed in the Old 
Testament of the Bible. The man Laban, his daughters came from Paddan 
Aram. The fields of Aram were the original dwelling place of the Aramean 
people. The Bible explains that the Hebrews originally were wandering 
tribesmen, of Aramean origin before they were called Israelites, eventually 
chosen by God to become His holy nation. The combination of the use of the 
word «Labhani» for Banjara females and their daily use of the word «Aram» is 
an interesting correlation that can not be ignored. In particular when these two 
words match the area of the origin of their tribesmen DNA
 
Who are the Labhani’s of the Bible? 
The Patriarch Jacob was called by his father Isaak to search for his wife among 
the relatives in Paddan Aram. Abraham was Laban’s uncle, and Laban the 
brother of Isaak’s wife Rebecca. When Jacob came to Paddan Aram he fell 
deeply In love with Laban’s youngest daughter Rachel, his cousin sister. He 
proposed to her, and promised Laban to work for him seven years in exchange 
for marriage. But Laban could not find a husband for Rachel’s eldest sister 
Leah, and Laban tricked Jacob into marrying both his daughters. If the Banjara 
tribe are the sons and daughters of Laban, they are closely related to the 
Hebrews. Jacob was going to be renamed Israel by God the Almighty, and his 
sons gifted the promised land of Canaan, todays Israel. The Banjaras are 
related to Jacob through the female line. Jacob and Laban lived around 1.800 
B.C. Being close relatives their enlarged families must have visited their uncles, 
aunties and cousins for the generations to come.
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The tribe of Laban has been located in the Sinai desert around 800 B.C, now 
named by the Assyrians as the Sheikdom of Laban. After the Assyrian 
oppression of the land of the Arameans, around 700 B.C, the Arameans could 
very easily have been driven eastwards in their search for peace and 
prosperity.  Not very unlikely, the sons of the lost tribes of Israel continued to 
marry the daughters of Laban. As a sign of close correlation we see evidence 
of the Bajnjara tribe continuing to use symbols and artefacts of Judaic origin. 

The Crossroads of Egypt

 
He was abandoned by his own brothers, sold as a slave, and later elevated to 
serve in the courts of the Pharaoh as his Prime Minister. Because Joseph son 
of Jacob rescued the Egyptians from a terrible famine, Pharaoh granted the 12 
tribesmen the best land of Egypt in Goshen at the delta of the river Nile. The 
tribes of Israel stayed there for 400 years, up to the biblical Exodus. 

Genesis: 30;24: 
After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, 
Jacob said to Laban, “Send me on 
my way so I can go back to my own 
homeland.

Deuteronomy 26:5
Then you will speak while the Lord is 
listening. You will say, “My father 
Jacob was a wanderer from the land 
of Aram. He went down into Egypt 
with a few people. He lived there and 
became the father of a great nation. 
It had huge numbers of people.

Joseph, the grandson of Laban 
would become one of the most 
famous leaders in Egypt.

The first common path of 
the tribes of Israel and the 
tribe of Laban would be 
Egypt. 
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Tanda in Afghanistan and Egypt
If Laban visited Egypt during the reign of Joseph, we should look for 
fingerprints of such visitations. Like the word «Laban» being found in Goshen. 
Another key-word found in Goshen gives me a reason to believe there might be 
an ancient connection. This key-word is «Tanda». 
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The Banjara tribe use the word 
Tanda for camp. They share this 
word with the Kuchi tribes of 
Afghanistan. Tanda’s are found 
in the mountains close to the 
city of Kandahar. This brings us 
towards the Silk Road, the major 
ancient trading highway 
between Europe and Asia

The city of Tanda in Uttar Pradesh 
was the Indian captal of the Afghans.  

Richard M. Eaton connects the Deccan
with Persian culture, and influence 
from Arabia. 
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Tanda’s are found in Afghanistan and in 
Khyber and Hazara provices in Pakistan.



There is a possibility that the Banjaras have been connected to Laban and 
Egypt. The key word Tanda is located in Egypt at two places. A village along the 
river Nile, about 250 kilometres south of Cairo. And in the heart of Goshen at the 
Nile delta. The Tanda of Goshen is obviously a spectacular discovery. It can be 
argued that the Banjaras made a camp here in ancient times. Goshen is first 
and foremost known as the camp of the 12 tribes of Israel during the age of 
Joseph around 1.800 B.C. They stayed there for 400 years. This age started as 
golden days followed by slavery. It ended with an exodus from Egypt. 
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A village named Laban is found 
close to Tanda (Tanta). 
Saft El Laban is inside Cairo.
In Egypt today “laban” is a
popular milkproduct. 



The city of Alexandria have a district named Laban. And a part of the city
is named “Labban”. The ancient connection between Egypt and the Aramean 
tribes are strong. The man Laban in Paddan Aram the origin of this word. 

The grandfather of Joseph could very well have set up his tents in Goshen as 
he came to visit his family. No doubt Laban would have desired to visit all his 
grandchildren. Easy to do in one go, as they all were gathered in Goshen. 
Laban would surely be considered the guest of honour, as the father of Rachel, 
the mother of Joseph. She died during the birth of Josephs younger brother 
Benjamin. The sons of Laban might have joined the caravan down south from 
Paddan Aram. Not unlikely. The famous and respected Yosuf Ben Yacob must 
have been their favourite uncle.  

Labban (Laban) is located near the library of Alexandria. 
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Tandas at the gates of Persia 
The Persian Empire connects the “Tanda’s” of Egypt and 
Afghanistan. The gateway between east and west. 

If Arameans, and in particular the tribe of Laban, made their way into India, 
there should be some clues to be found inside Persia. The challenge is to find 
such fingerprints which have survived through the ages. The Banjara word 
«Tanda» can not be explained in an Indian context. Tanda is a Kuchi Afghan 
word for «camp» used uniquely in India by the Banjara people. A word for the 
ancient camps of Kuchi and Banjara pastoral nomads. the Lamanis use it 
everyday for the village where they have set up their tents or house. 

You will find several Tanda’s in the mountains of Afghanistan. Like just east of 
the city of Kandahar. There the nomadic tribes (Kuchi/kochi) set up their 
summer camps. Long distance travellers moved in caravans along the Silk 
Road, and Afghanistan was half the way between India and the bazars of 
central Persia. If the caravans of the Banjara tribes travelled into ancient 
Persia, the word «Tanda» must also be found westwards from the mountains of 
Afghanistan. As I already have explained, It does. Inside this book your will find 
a written source linking the Banjara people to the city of Isfahan, the capital of 
the Persian Safavid Empire (1501 A.D - 1736 A.D).

The Persian context of «Tanda» will be a stopover along the Silk Road. The 
Persian word banjar refers to a rice carrier.  When the word Tanda is found at 
the Nile-delta in Egypt, keep in mind that Egypt was the western edge of the 
Persian Empire. The extreme western borders were Libya in Africa, where 
pastoral nomadic tribes took the Persian culture further into the Sahara 
desert. The north western edge brought trade and interaction across the 
Mediterranean Sea. The Persians ruled in today’s Bulgaria at the Black Sea. 
Travelling from Egypt to Persia you would have to go through ancient Israel, 
the land of the two great Jewish kings, David and Solomon. On the way back 
home from Israel traders would make a stop in the city of Kandahar, before the 
final journey through the Himalayas into Hindustan. On their voyage to India, 
many nomadic Kuchi tribes made their ways through the Sulaiman 
Mountains. A Persian inspired version of the name of king Solomon of 
Jerusalem. 
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The DNA of the Banjara tribe 
The claim of Gor Banjaras having ancient connections to 
the Middle East is supported by DNA. 

A DNA-test of 86 Banjaras (Lambadis) in Andhra Pradesh in 2003, done by 
scientists, display the ancient Middle East origin. The name of the report is: 
The Genetic Heritage of the Earliest Settlers Persists Both in Indian Tribal and 
Caste Populations. The report can be downloaded from the site of US National 
Library of medicine National Institutes of Health (2003). 
The conclusion: 
     
     «Furthermore, the high frequency of M269 in the Lambadis is positions 
      them away from Indians and between the southern and western 
      European populations, among whom this marker is more commonly found.
     (Cruciani et al. 2002).» 

I did my own small private DNA research into the genetics of the Banjara tribe, 
testing DNA of 10 males from Tandas around the city of Gadag in the Indian 
state of Karnataka. The selection of males was not done randomly. These 
persons lived inside a district where the Gor Banjaras have around 50 Tandas.
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I came to the same conclusion. 4 out of 10 males exposed R1B-M269. Another 
three persons were R1a-M198. 90 per cent of the tested Banjaras belong to the 
major haplo-group R. R1b-M269 is the main DNA-code for the Celtic people in 
Western Europe, with its highest frequency in Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

Above 80 per cent of the male Celts 
of the West are M269. Back in a 
distant past, the males of the Banjara 
tribe and the Western Celts had a 
common forefather. And very likely 
common dwelling places in the 
Middle East near the Mediterranean 
Sea. Through the Celts, their 
common high frequency of M269 
brings the Banjaras into the realm of 
Western European folklore and 
legends. In particular two of the 
Banjaras I tested, shared multiple 
recent mutations with Western 
Europeans. One likely explanation is 
co-existence and relations along the 
Silk Road. 
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In the Court of Law, DNA is used 
to prove criminal conduct. Your 
DNA is like a fingerprint in your 
blood. A man can not escape from 
the responsibility of fatherhood, 
when the child’s DNA expose that 
the child is yours. DNA can also be 
used to display more distant 
relationships, even those who are 
thousands of years old. When I 
analysed the data from Family 
Tree DNA (FTDNA) in Houston 
Texas, USA, 2 of my tested 
Banjara male had several Jewish  
connections. In particular one of 
the candidates, who alone had 18 
ancient matches. In all 10 sam-
ple’s there was found a total of 24 
links and matches to the Jewish 
World. Among the people of Israel 
residing inside today’s state of 
Israel, those who can identify their 
ancestors, mostly claim ancestry 
from the Cohan priestly class. 
Among the 12 tribes of Israel one 
tribe was set a side to perform 
priestly duties, the sons of Levi. 
During the ages teachers of the 
law of Moses have claimed to 
belong to this tribe, reading the 
Word of God from the Torah scrolls 
in their synagoges all over the 
World.Two of the Banjara males 
had matches with Levites of East-
ern European origin, belonging to 
the R1b M198 haplo group. Their 
common DNA mutations opens 
opp the possibility of a 90 per cent 
surety, that there are common 
forefathers within the first millenni-
um A.D. Please keep in mind: 
There are possibilities of errors in 
such DNA-analysis.  

The DNA of this Banjara display 
multiple connections to the 
Jewish World. 
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This gives me reasons to believe there were teachers of the law of Moses 
within the Banjara community. The test conducted was a Y-37 test, and the 
STR matches were at the level of 11 out of the first 12 STR markers.  

FTDNA has a panel with many tools for all who wants to go deeper into 
DNA-matches. A study of this man’s matches gives us more clues to the time 
of his encounters with his ancient Jewish family. The Ukranian Jewish name 
Yankel Zolotarevsky appear, an ancestor of Stefan Solat. Using the Tip 
calculator FTDNA gives us 91,41 per cent chance for Solat and Lamani 
having a common ancestor within the last 24 generations. FTDNA use 
generations of 25 years. That brings us 600 years back to ca.1.400 A.D. 
The very age when the Bahmanis entered India from Persia and established 
their empire in Karnataka. 
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I want to highlight some other interesting findings in this DNA-test of a Banjara 
man with the surname Lamani from a village just south of Gadag. On the 
individual level, such matches are not able to establish any links between the 
Banjara tribe and the Jewish people. But still a fascinating discovery. 
Sometimes we do things out of tradition, and have no clue of why we do it. 
Like the use of the Star of David, the Seal of Solomon and a Menorah coin 
ring. The person with 18 ancient links to the Jewish communities, and matches 
with levites of Eastern Europe, have two levite names among his closest 
relatives. Aroon and Moses. 

All these spectacular circumstantial evidences might be able to convince many 
of my readers. Surely a booster to my bid to solve this ancient mystery. 
The Banjara-DNA match with the Celts back in history became even more 
trilling when I discovered that the Irish and Scottish people have legends of 
Egyptian origin. In their folklore, once up on a time, the Celts dwelled in the 
land of the pharaohs. The Celtic folklore combined with «Laban» and «Tanda» 
is a powerful message: Could Goshen be the crossroad where the Celts and 
the Banjaras dwelled together with the tribes of Israel? Eventually the Hebrews 
took an exodus into the desert of Sinai on the way to their promised land. 
Egypt seems to be the place these nomadic tribes split apart and took different 
routes down the path of history.   
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DNA and Celtic legends of Egyptian 
origin 
Since the Banjaras and the Celts share the DNA code R1b 
M269, lets take a look at Irish and Scottish legends 
claiming their origin in Egypt. 

This legend has been shared 
orally during the last four 
millenniums. The first known 
written record is the «Book of 
Invasions», the book of how the 
Celts invaded Ireland. (Labor 
Gabala Erin), the Book of 
Leinster. The oldest surviving 
copy of his book is from 9th 
century and discovered in Wales. 
In verse 14th we read that the 
Irish forefather Gaedel Glas was 
born of Scota daughter of 
Pharaoh. Around 400.A.D Scota 
was the Romanised name for 
Ireland, as the tribes of Scota was 
supposed to have dwelled there. 
Later this tribe moved into today’s 
nation of Scotland.  
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The beginning of the journey from 
Egypt to the shores of Ireland took 
place when the tribes of Israel 
dwelled in Goshen. But unlike the 
Israelis, who departed across the 
Dead Sea into the Sinai Desert, the 
ancient Celts moved westwards into 
Northern Africa. The voyage up to 
the distant island in the North Atlantic 
Ocean took 440 years. The Irishmen 
crossed the Mediterranean Sea, and 
walked through Spain. There is not 
only one legend explaining this long 
journey. In another version the Scota 
tribes travelled through Scythia, a 
land north east of the Black Sea. 
Could there have been smoke 
without fire? Whatever roads the 
Celts took to be able to make it to the 
farthest shores of western Europe, 
the claimed starting point was the 
court of the pharaoh in Egypt.   

In verses 16:  Now Sru s. Esru s. Gaedel, he it is who was chieftain for the 
Gaedil who went out of Egypt after Pharao was drowned [with his host in the 
Red Sea of Israel]: Seven hundred and seventy years from the Flood till 
then. 

The date of the Celts departure from Egypt is mentioned to be just after the 
Pharaoh and his army were drowned in the Red Sea, as explained in the 
second book of the bible. The biblical figure of Moses must therefore have 
been known to the Celts, who also lived as slaves along the Nile delta. The 
Irish ancestor Gaedel Glas was born a son of pharaoh’s daughter Scota. 
Glas could very likely have been present in the Royal Court as Moses 
appeared before Pharaoh. Did he see all the calamities of the seven 
plagues that struck the Egyptian nation? As the people of Israel departed 
from Egypt, the bible explains that non-Jewish tribesmen departed along 
with Moses. The names of these tribes are not mentioned. The Hebrews 
and the Celts fled for their lives out of Egypt. Could the Celtic tribes have 
split apart? Did some of them join Moses and his people on their journey out 
of Egypt?  A deeper study into DNA R1B M269 brings more light the 
possibility of the Celtic legend representing the truth?  
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Exodus 2:10: 
When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became 
her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

Both Moses and the forefathers of the Celts were raised in the court of the 
pharaoh. Moses an adopted son of one daughter of the Egyptian emperor, a 
lady not named in the bible. But Jewish traditions names her «Bithiah».  
Christian traditions names her Merris and Merrhoe. Gaedel Glas is the son of 
Pharaohs daughter Scota. 
If the Pharao belongs to this DNA-group, would you than be willing to believe in 
the validity of this Celtic legend?  

When bones of three ancient pharaohs were tested they all were R1b. 
Amenhotep III (1386 to 1349 BC), Akhenaten (1353-1336 BC) and  
Thutankhamun (1342-1325 BC). These Egyptian kings are of the same ancient 
family-line as both the people of Ireland and the Banjara tribe. These kings 
belongs to the DNA group R1b-V88. The origin of R1b is not fully known, but all 
sub-groups of R1b have a common ancestor back in time. Around 15.000 
years ago there was a split, and the subgroup R1b-L754 was formed. And 
6.400 years ago this group split into two different mutations, V88 and M269. 
This split seems to have taken place in Egypt. Please take into account that 
today’s DNA science is still not representing the full understanding of mutations 
and splits in our DNA. But supported by DNA, its is very well possible that the 
Banjara tribe and the Celts were together with the people of Israel at the time 
of the biblical Exodus.  
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The Stone of Stones from Egypt
Kings of Scotland claimed they were sons of Scotia the 
daughter of Pharaoh in Egypt. Crowned while sitting on a 
stone supposed to have been picked up from the Red Sea. 
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The stone from Egypt was put under the seat
of the throne of the Kings of Scotland

There are seldom only one version of 
ancient legends. Also about the family 
of Scotia the daughter of Pharaoh. 
Ireland and Scotland have several 
versions. A line of Scottish kings 
claiming it was Scotland, not Ireland 
that was the final destiny for the tribes 
of Scotia (Scota).During the 1249 A.D 
coronation of king Alexander III of 
Scotland, the King himself heard his 
royal genealogy recited generations 
back to Scota. One legend says the 
coronation stone placed under the 
Kings throne, was picked up from the 
dried up Red Sea during the exodus of 
the Hebrews. Another legend claims 
its the very stone the biblical figure 
Jacob used as a pillow when he 
dreamed of a ladder reaching to 
heaven and then brought to 
Scotland by way of Egypt, Spain and 
Ireland.  The stone is supposed to 
have been transported to Scotland by 
the Scots who escaped God’s wrath in 
Egypt. The Stone was captured by 
king Edward I of England and was 
taken to Westminster Abby.  Seven 
hundred years later, British Prime 
Minister John Major unexpectedly 
announced its return, which occurred 
on November 15, 1996. The stone 
now resides in Edinburgh Castle in 
Scotland. 



The lost ancient library of Alexandria 
In 48 B.C Julius Caesar set this oasis of ancient information 
on fire. The library in Alexandria was the largest and most 
significant in the ancient world. 

In the introduction to this book, I have done my best to present circumstantial 
evidences. I firmly believe the Banjara tribe has ancient connection to the 
people of Israel. In some chambers, there will still be a lot of scepticism. Some 
few voices will most likely claim this to be a dubious story. Some kind of wishful 
thinking, a desire to create a new narrative to history. No written sources have 
been found to bridge the gap between the Exodus ca. 1.500 BC and the oldest 
written record on Banjaras around 1.400 A.D. 
Why have no chroniclers of history recorded the existence of such ancient 
relations during the past 3.000 years?  
First: It is possible that there have been written sources. But for various reasons 
they have been lost. Second: There is also a possibility that there are written 
sources, but they have not yet been discovered. The third option is that there 
are no written sources, just folklore. And sometimes not even that. I am 
convinced there have been written records. But they got lost or were destroyed. 
Either in an accident or removed purposely. The biggest carnage in ancient 
times was the destruction of the library in Alexandria in Egypt. This collection of 
literature was the largest and most significant in the ancient world. There seems 
to be a consensus that this library contained written records back as far as 
300 B.C.   
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We are not sure exactly when this institution was established. But many 
scholars claim it was running during the reign of Ptolemy II Philadelphus 
(285–246 BC). The size of the library was somewhere between 40.000 and 
400.000 scrolls, perhaps equivalent to roughly 100.000 books. 

Since the library was destroyed we can only presume what kind of books and 
chronicles that were present there. But for a researcher who has concluded 
that Goshen in Egypt is an important crossroad for the Banjara people, this is 
significant. Since Alexandria is located in Goshen. Any library will have a high 
presence of local literature. Surely, when the books of Alexandria disappeared 
gone with the wind was the written knowledge of the greatness of Egypt and its 
relations with the outside World. Deep down in its ruins, archaeologists have 
done a discovery that is a gift for all us us who believe people from Southern 
India played a role in this great institution of the past. Please read the article 
published in the newspaper Deccan Herald on October 30th, 2020. On the 
walls of the ruins of the Library of Alexandria they have found words in the 
regional Indian language Kannada.  

The present library at Alexandria.

The lighthouse in the harbour of Alexandria
was one of the wonders of ancient times.
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Kannada words in Library of Alexandria
The documents with the words — Uroll and Isila — were 
submitted to the Central government which played a vital 
role in getting Kannada the classical status. 

Is there a link between Kannada and the ancient library of Alexandria? 
Doddarangegowda, the noted Kannada writer and lyricist seems to think so. 
He says the antiquity of Kannada strongly indicates a definite relationship 
between the two. A 28-page article written by the first poet laureate of 
Karnataka, M Govinda Pai in 1960 about the antiquity of the Kannada language 
aroused Doddarangegowda’s interest for further research. .“Pai, who was 
well-versed in Greek, traced six Kannada words in the ancient Greek plays. It 
was my dream to visit Egypt and Greece ever since I read his article as a first 
year PU student,” he says. In 2007, Doddarangegowda and his wife 
K Rajeshwari Gowda visited Egypt. Alexandria connection In 48 BC, the library 
of Alexandria was said to have caught fire during Julius Caesar’s siege of the 
city, reducing some 36,000 palm-leaf manuscripts from...“The letters from the 
manuscripts have been engraved on a wall. While closely observing the letters, 
I couldn’t believe my eyes after seeing the Kannada word Uroll. The wall also 
has Sanskrit, Hebrew and Latin letters,” says Doddarangegowda. “

Two words in Kannada have been discovered in the ruins of the ancient library. 
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Considering possible trade relations in those days, Prof B A Viveka Rai, former 
vice-chancellor of Hampi Kannada University, endorses Doddarangegowda’s 
research of the term Uroll. “A manuscript of an ancient Greek play discovered 
during the excavation at Oxyrhynchus, a city in middle Egypt, had some 
non-Greek words. Govinda Pai, Dr B A Saletore, Dr S D Barnet, and Dr R 
Shamasastry  conducted research on these words. Pai argued that these words 
belonged to Kannada. In his research, lexicographer D L Narasimhachar also 
argued that the term Isila in the rock edicts of Emperor Ashoka was a Kannada 
word,” says Prof Rai.

Rai has also traced a Tulu and a Kannada word in the correspondence carried 
out by Abraham Ben Yiju, a Jewish trader, who stayed at Mangaluru for 17 
years during the 12th century. “A researcher from England, while studying a 
book called India Traders of the Middle Ages: Documents from the Cairo Geniza 
by S D Goitein and Mordechai A Friedman, contacted me, trying to understand 
some Indian words. This led to the discovery of the Tulu and the Kannada 
word,” Prof Rai adds. The documents with the words — Uroll and Isila — were 
submitted to the Central government which played a vital role in getting 
Kannada the classical status.

The B.C connection between the present day state of Karnataka, Goshen 
and Egypt was rediscovered in the ruins in Alexandria. 
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The eastbound journey of the tribe of 
Laban 
The knowledge of the history of the tribe of Laban must 
have been lost in the fire of the library of Alexandria. 

What took place in Alexandria can only be compared to the burning of Jewish 
books in 1933 in Nazi-Germany. The Nazis tried to delete history and make 
their own version of truth. Not having written sources to rely on we have to look 
for alternative proofs. Archaeological excavations is very useful to discover 
psychical structures of the past. But they are not able to tell us where the 
nomadic tribes went on the back of their horses and donkeys. To be able to 
strengthen the case for a Banjara past in the pastoral fields of Paddan Aram 
and Egypt, we have search for clues of the tribe of Laban make it eastwards 
and into the Indus Valley. We will also have to search for evidence of the Banja-
ra tribe mowing westwards from India and into the Silk Road. 

Let us examine the proof of dwellings of the tribe of Laban of Aramean origin.  
We know from the biblical scriptures, that all nations west of the Euphrates river 
eventually submitted to the Davidic kingdom during the reign of Davids son, 
Solomon. This includes Paddan Aram, the home of Laban, and also most of 
the tribes that lived in the Aramean heartland.  In the journal of American 
Oriental Society, Volum 98, Number one, Jan-March 1978, we can read about 
the ancient City of Laban. The source is the chronicles of the Neo Assyrian 
king after Tiglath-Pilesere and his son Shalmanser V, who ruled from 727 to 
722 B.C. The city of Laban was located in the desert region south of Gaza, 
inside the Sinai desert.   

“Laban” is found in names of villages along the roads of ancient Persia and into India.  
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The people living in this city were considered subject of Shilkanni, the King of 
Egypt «who fear of the splendour of Assur my Lord». The city of Laban was 
consider a Sheikdom, a district with partly local autonomy under the Assyrian 
king. This King of Egypt in mentioned in the second Books of Kings (17:4): 
«But the king of Assyria discovered that Hoshea was a traitor, for he had sent 
envoys to So, king of Egypt, and he no longer paid tribute to the king of Assyria, 
as he had done year by year. Therefore Shalmaneser seized him and put him 
in prison».

Dr. Moses Eilat of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem has written such in this 
paper: The Economic Relations of the Neo-Assryaian Empire with Egypt. 
Assyrian royal inscriptions relation to the Empires economic connection with 
other countries speak of trade only as it pertains to Egypt (and than only once). 
These inscriptions speak of the karu- institution which in the Neo-Assyrian 
empire referred to special areas in which commercial activities were carried out 
by royal representatives. The Unique nature of the empires economic 
connections with Egypt is to be explained by the facts that the two empires 
were separated by a desert. In order to cross this desert the Assyrians relied on 
the corporation of the sheiks of nomadic tribes which roamed northern Sinai 
and southern Phillistia and of the rulers of the Phillistian kingdoms who, due to 
the geographical position of their cities, took an intuitive part in the land and sea 
communication with Egypt.
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This independence influenced the political status within the framework of the 
Assyrian Empire.

Laban ruled by a Sheik whom Sargon had appointed as his perfect, is identical 
with a homonym mentioned in a list of the Palestinian cities conquered by 
Shaisak I. In this list, Laban is mentioned after Rafiah, and was thus located 
further south. The title nasiku, held fry the ruler of Laban, testify that he was the 
ruler of a nomadic or semi-nomadic population. The «Qepu» appointed by 
Sargon over the region in which he established a Kar, was the Arab sheik of a 
clam of tribe dwelling along the periphery of the Fertile Crescent. In practice, 
Sargon envisioned the same administrative structure with Tiglath-Pilsear III had 
set up, by appointing a member of the Lbdail tribe as  «warren of the border of 
Egypt. (,,,). The title Qupu was also applied to foreign rulers controlling 
territories in the border of Babylon-Elam, the home of nomadic or semi-
nomadic tribes.  Jefrey Alan Blackely has in his 1974 paper «Judahite 
Refortification of the Lachish Frontier». Identified the year 716 B.C to be the 
year of he establismement of the Sheikdom of Laban. As an Assyrian colony. 

The presence of the tribe of Laban just south of the border of the Kingdom of 
Judah, made it possible to maintain a close relationship between the sons of 
Israel and the daughters gifted to Israel, thousand years after Jacob (Israel) left 
Paddan Aram. Laban and Israel could reach its others dwellings within a day or 
two. The Assyrian onslaught on the Northern Kingdom of Israel had already 
started, and the kingdom Aram Damascus had fallen into the hands of the Neo 
Assyrian king. The tribe of Laban might have fled from their original dwellings 
on Paddan Aram, to escape the onslaught from Assyria. And eventually the 
Assyrian could have destroyed the city of Laban, and taken this tribe into 
captivity somewhere along the Euphrates river. The destiny of Laban could 
have been slave labour. After the fall of the Neo Assyrian empire we do not 
have any records of neither a city of Laban, nor a Sheikhdom with the name of 
this tribe. To be able to lay a claim of their presence east of the land of the 
Arameans, we need to search for name of villages of camps with the name 
«Laban». If there was non, I would have to rest my case. But as I searched 
further for their possible eastward journey, I discovered such villages.   

A village named Laban is located in Kurdistan just south of the city of Mosul, 
west of the city of Erbil and east of the city of Nimrod. If the tribe of Laban was 
deported from their dwelling in the desert of Sinai by the Neo-Assyrian’s, the 
location of the village of Tall A Laban is significant.  
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This is the heartland of the Assyrian Empire, where the tribe of Laban could 
have been exiled, and enslaved into forced labour.  

A bit further south East there are two more interesting villages: Laban e Sofla 
and Laban e Olya. They are located in Lorestan (Luristan) in the Zagros 
Mountains just north of the citadel of Susa. Laban-e Sofla is a village in 
Silakhor Rural District, Silakhor District, Dorud County, Lorestan Province, Iran. 
At the 2006 census, its population was 176 in 43 families.
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These two villages have different names, in Persian meaning the upper and the 
lower Laban.  As I continued to puzzle with different pieces in the Banjara-
origin-puzzle, the existence of a village named Laban in Rajasthan in India 
support my Laban-narrative. Since various professors within the Banjara tribe 
claim Rajasthan being the origin of this tribe on the Indian subcontinent.

 

Could the word “Laban” be of Indian origin? 
Very unlikely. The Indo-European languages expanded from west towards the 
east. Also the Indo-Aryans come into Hindustan from the west. The tribe of 
Laban migrated from the Middle East into the Indian subcontinent. The Silk 
Road links these villages together. As this tribe was assimilated the explanation 
of origin became  “salt”, “white” etc. Keep in mind that in an Indian context 
people of Persian origin do have lighter skinn colors. A white foreigner is called 
a “gora”. In ancient days he came down from the mountains. Even today a 
district in Afghanistan is named “Ghor”.  
But how can we be sure Laban entered India through the Himalaya and not by 
the sea?
The strongest indication is found in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa district of Pakistan. At 
the latitude of 647 meters there is a village named Laban Bandi. 
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Jahangir planned to take Banjaras to 
Isfahan
In the chronicles of the Mughal Emperor Jahangir we read 
about the Banjara’s possible voyage westwards into Persia. 

Explaining how the name of Laban moved eastwards from the Middle East, I 
have made my case for Laban entering India. I will now change my perspective. 
Did the Banjara tribe travell beyond India, and westwards on the Silk Road?  
Long distant transportation is a two way street. There must surely have been 
multiple connections between the Banjara’s and nomadic tribes in Persia and 
the Middle East back in time.

It is consensus among historians that the Banjara tribe supplied the Afghan 
warriors of the Mughal Empire as they concurred North India in the 16th 
century. If the Banjaras were considered to be Afghanis, we could have 
expected the chroniclers of the Mughals to have put in on record. 
But who would they consider to be an Afghani? 
Afghanistan is a modern entry on the World map. Afghanistan has the highest 
number of pastoral nomadic tribes in Asia. The Afghan multi ethnical mix is 
unique, its citizens having the most diverse and colourful backgrounds. Many of 
the Kuchi tribes spend the summer in the mountains of today’s Afghanistan. 
When the winter arrives, they flush into most of Central Asia, looking for 
pastured for their sheep and goats. Long distance transporters of goods used 
the villages of Afghanistan as a temporary halt. The very next morning they 
continued their travel along the Silk Road. The largest markets were not to be 
found in this picturesque landscape. To the west they had to bring their stuff to 
Isfahan, the capital of the Persian empire. To the north, to Samarkand. And they 
travelled south into the bazar’s of Peshawar, where there was money to be 
made.
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The air distance between Multan and Isfahan is 1.877 kilometres. 



From the chronicles of the 
Mughal Emperor Jahangir. 
On the 10th of Mars 1.622 A.D it is 
recorded that that the emperor planned 
to use the Banjaras on his campaign to 
capture Isfahan. 

«Some days before this, petitions came 
from the officials in Qandahar reporting 
the intention of the ruler of Persia to 
conquer Qandahar.  As there was little 
cultivation between Multan and Qanda-
har, the despatch of a large army with-
out provisions was not to be thought of. 
It was therefore decided to encourage 
the grain-sellers, who in the language of 
India are called banjārā, and, providing 
them with money, to take them along 
with the victorious army, so that there 
might be no difficulty about supplies. 
The Banjārās are a tribe. Some of them 
have 1,000 bullocks, and some more or 
less. They take grain from different 
districts (bulūkāt) into the towns and sell 
it. They go along with the armies, and 
with such an army there would be 
100,000 bullocks or more. It is  hoped 
that by the grace of the Creator, the 
army will be furnished with numbers 
and arms so that there may be no delay 
or hesitation until it reaches Isfāhan, 
which is his (the Shah’s) capita ”. 

(Source Page 234). 

Jahangir was in need of a tribe that could 
provide100.000 bullocks for his campaign
to capture Ishfahan. 
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Just east of Kandahar you find Tandah Ghar mountains and the nearby village
Jahangir. There is also a village named Ghoray. This is a bona fide evidence
that confirms the Chronicles, and the presence of the Banjara tribe in this area.

Isfahan flourished from 1050 to 1722, and particularly in the 16th and 17th
centuries under the Safavid dynasty when it became the capital of Persia.
As the story goes on, the Moghul Emperor Jahangir never conquered the
palaces of Isfahan. But his choice of supplier of his army for the Isfahan 
campaign tells us that the Banjaras were considered to be partners of a very
risky war to defeat the capital of the Persian empire. To randomly chose a tribe
of transporters for this purpose, seems not only to be an unwise, but a rather
foolish military strategy. The best choice would be a tribe that had the
knowledge of the best routes, aware of the terrain and hide outs on the
expected battlefields. As the emperor was ready to choose the Banjara tribe,
we can expect that the Banjara’s had beforehand knowledge about the bazars
of Isfahan. Their forefathers had brought costly items from Peshawar to their
customers in Persia. The Banjaras returned back into India with whatever their
Indian customers desired of Persian origin.
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The use of coins in Persian dress code 
Designer Nooshafarin Davoodi’s explans coins role in the 
female Persian dress code. It had its origin in the 
Achaemenid Empire.

« The characteristics that set Iranian clothing apart from other 
clothes in the world are numerous, like the vivid colors and the 
artistic ability of the designer that is sewn into the dress. Like sewing 
on Pateh (a type of Iranian handicraft), needlework, and sewing 
tapes, ribbons, and most importantly coins on clothes.The coin, 
for example, indicated the woman’s wealth. The sound of the coins 
on a woman’s clothes would indicate her presence to everyone. 
The coins were a sign for the Iranian woman. The clothes of Iranian 
women». 
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Fashion Designer and Researcher Nooshafarin Davoodi.  

Source: Press TV on Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NoUYy4OQ14



Exhibition Tehran Tower in 2018. 

This exhibition in Tehran's Tower gave a close up of how Iranian women 
dressed and expressed themselves. The variety of clothes was tremendous 
here. From clothes worn in the 2 and 3 millennium B.C. to those worn by 
different tribes and also religious minorities.
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The Jahangir chronicles gives a bona fide evidence that the Banjara tribe was 
a part of a planned military campaign to seize the Persian capital Isfahan. 
A green light to search for clues of items of Persian origin within this nomadic 
tribe This task can only be completed by being fully assimilated into the  
Gor Banjara people, as their friend, ally 
and compassionate family member. A 
Gora Hindustani. My first encounter 
with my beloved tribe was young 
females selling jewellery on the
beaches of Goa. All of them wearing 
classical Indian outfits, like salwar 
kameez or saris. Doing their business 
with European tourists, these girls had 
picked up basic English business 
language. There was nothing in their 
appearances that would give an 
outsider a clue of them belonging to a 
scheduled tribe. When they spoke 
among them selves, I notices that they 
spoke a different language from Hindi 
and the local Goan language Konkani. 
These well dressed sales women were 
outsiders. One day one of them told me 
they were going to their «country». 
I was confused. Where are they going? 
To Nepal or Bhutan, or may be to Sri 
Lanka?  Being an investigative 
journalist by profession, I found out that 
they were headed for the neighbouring 
state of Karnataka, and they would take 
a bus to a city called Gadag. 
Well and good. But not before they had 
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shown me their houses in Goa. Just beyond 
the beach there was a scrapyard hidden 
among bushes and coconut trees. The 
tribesmen were surprised by my sudden visit, 
as I entered their small shanti town styles 
houses. Often only one room where half a 
dozen of people spent their nights. Sitting 
down and having my first cup of chai with 
them, one lady asked: 
How can a rich white man like you drink chai 
in the house of a Banjara? 

At the railway station 
at Gadag. 



The scrapyard was small. Only a settlement of around 10 houses. The elderly 
females were not wearing traditional Indian garments. They walked around in 
the most colourful cloths I had ever seen. Their dresses covered with small 
mirrors, and their headgear full of coins. A Pandora box had been opened just 
before my eyes. From where had they fetched these ideas? This became the 
starting point for my search for the origin of the Gor Banjaras.

They did not have much money. But the Banjara colony was an oasis of life.
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Persian females and their coins 
Nomadic tribes inside the Achaemenid Empire used coins 
as a part of their female dress code. 

It was Cyrus the Great (550-530 BC) who introduced coins to the Persian 
empire. In 547 BC Cyrus defeated king Croesus of Lydia, who is supposed to 
be the first king who introduced the coinage system. Minting coins seems to be 
the perfect way of using gold and silver as an identification of political power, 
properties and wealth. Coins were used to monetize revenue streams into the 
governing chambers of the empire. With the image of the emperor imprinted, 
his loyal subjects could easily be identified by the amount of coins found in their 
household. The wife of a businessman was easy to identity too. His pried a  
wife carrying some of his hard earned money in her garments. Displaying their 
wealth and political importance as members of the new Persian elite. The use 
of coins became a pillar of strength of the Achaemenid Empire. The image of 
the emperor was used as a token of victory after a successful battle.  

Subjects of ancient Persia could be identified by their females use of coins.  
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One edge of the Achaemenid Empire was located in todays Bulgaria in 
Europe. Another at the borders of the Sahara desert in Libya. To the east the 
emperor ruled at the banks of the Indus River. During the reign of Daruis I 
(522-486) B.C the empire was at its greatest territorial extent. 

the Achaemenid Empire

The new governors at the frontiers of the empire got a solid bounty of coins as 
bonus for remaining loyal to the leadership in Persepolis. As the kingdom 
expanded in all directions, the distance from the frontiers to the centre crossed 
thousands of kilometres. Towards the south bypassing Upper Egypt as the 
Persians built trading relations with the kings of Nubia. To the north east 
Persian language and culture had reached the Russian steps around the Areal 
Sea. Loyalty of its generals and governors were critical for the empire’s ability 
to survive. Its main assets were control of trade, tax collection and exclusive 
ability to mint and use coins. I have used designer Nooshafarin Davoodi’s 
explanation on the use of coins in the dress code of rich Persians to support 
one of my main theories: 

Coins are used today in the dress code of originally Persian nomadic tribes. 
And coins will be found in the headgear of such tribes at the ancient frontiers of 
the Achaemenid Empire.
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The Achaemenid Empire is the first known kingdom to have linked Europe, India 
and North Africa. 



In Southern India the Gor Banjara tribe exclusivly use coins as part of their 
daily dress code. There are a few other tribes in the Himalayan region. They 
also represents one of the edges of ancient Persia. 
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At the north western frontier of the Persian empire: This Bulgarian headgear is 
strikingly similar with the headgear of the Gor Banjaras.
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Bulgarian 100 Leva coins on this belt dates from the reign of King Boris III 
(1918-34). 

The symbol on top gives us a major clue. The double headed eagle.  
The same symbol used by the Bahmani Empire, and the emblem of the 
Kingdom of Mysore, which used the Persian language up to the exit of the 
British rule in India in 1947. This symbol is the official emblem of the 
state of Karnataka in India. If you by chance should jump on a bus in the city 
of Bengaluru, you will see this symbol. The double headed eagle is the logo of 
the governmental transport corporation.
 

Coat of arms of the
kingdom of Mysore.50

The double headed eagle on
the Bulgarian headgear. 



Bulgaria has seven distinct folklore districts. Northern Bulgaria, Trakia, 
Shopluk, Dobrudhza, Macedonia, Strandzha, and the Rhodope have their own 
traditional song and dance, and corresponding folk dress. Each article of folk 
dress consists of a few main components. For women, that is a head 
accessory decorated either with roses or gold coins and a dress (nosiya) that 
most often goes below the knee.
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A Bulgarian woman in a traditional folk dress.   
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Nomadic tribes in the northern part of Sahara use coins in their dress code. 
Like the Tuareg tribe, with their dwelling places in Libya, the western edge in 
Africa of the Achaemenid Empire.
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This Tuareg moneybelt and jewelry could mistakenly have been presented 
as Banjara. 



Tuareg tribe in North Africa

                                                                                                54

The main areas of migration of
today’s Tuareg tribe.



Kush was the south eastern border of the Persian empire. The pastoral fields  
of the Hedareb tribe, a part of the larger Beja community. 
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The Beja Hedareb tribe of Kush 
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The Beja people of Kush lived in Upper Egypt and Nubia. 



The northern edge of the Persian empire is beyond todays Tajikistan and 
Kazakhstan. Both nations parts of Russian geo-strategic interests. 

Would I be able to find a nomadic tribe in this area, using coins as a part of 
their female dress code? 

Yes. The Bashkirs.This is what Wikipedia has recorded: Most Bashkirs speak 
the Bashkir language, an endangered language closely related to the Tatar 
and Kazakh languages, which belong to the Kipchak branch of the Turkish 
languages they share historical and cultural affinities with the broader Turkic 
peoples. Bashkirs are mainly Sunny Muslims of the Sunni Muslims of the 
Hanafi madhhab fait, following the Jadid doctrine. The Hanafi madhhab faith 
is of Persian origin. The Jadid doctrine applied to subjects living under 
ancient Russian dominance. Previously nomadic and fiercely independent, 
the Bashkirs gradually came under Russian rule beginning in the 16th century. 
They have since played a major role through the history of Russia, culminating 
in their autonomous status within the Russian Empire, Soviet Union and 
post-Soviet Russia. (..) Their faith of Persian origin is the key. The Bashkirs 
lived at the northern edge of the empire at the time of the reign of Darius III. 
The female dress code of the Bashkirs is a another example of the Persian 
connection.
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Russia

The homeland of the Bashkirs inside todays Russia. 



The Bashkirs of Russia
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The Bashkirs of Russia
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The Bashkirs of Russia
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The females of the Bashkirs and Gor Banjaras do not only share the use 
of coins in their dress code. Their males also share the same admixture 
of R1b-M269.  More than 4 out of 10 of them have the Celtic-Egyptian DNA. 



The Luris preserve the dress code of
 Achaemenid Empire  
The Persian dress code is used in daily life in Lorestan 
(Luristan) in the heartland of ancient Persia.  

 

Nomadic tribes in Iranian Kurdistan and further south in Lorestan (Luristan) use 
coins as a part of their headgear. Just like the tribes at the edges of the 
Achaemenid Empire. The most reasonable explanation is an ancient 
connection between nomadic people of Persian origin, who obviously fetched 
the same inspiration. Leaving no written records behind, and living thousands 
of kilometres apart. As we move into the heartland of ancient Persia in today’s 
Iran, we can observe these rich traditions is all their flavours and colours. 
I will particularly pay attention to the Luris, a people living in the Zagros 
mountains in Western Iran. The reason behind my special interest for the Luris: 
A Persian king brought Luris from India to entertain the poor people of Isfahan 
and Susa. Let us take a look at their female dresses, their coins, and eventually 
compare their DNA with the Banjaras.

 

61

The Luri language and dialects are spoken in these areas.



The province of Iranian Kurdistan is located north of Lorestan (Luristan).
There are cross border similariries between these two ethnic minorities. 
The Luri language and dialects spoken inside Kurdistan, and visa versa. This 
female’s headgear jewellry expose her to be a Luri, but using the same scharf 
and colours as her Kurdish sisters. 
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A Feyli Kurdish female 
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Kurdish fighters use coins in headgear

The Kurdish people are found in four different nations. 
They are fighting for a nation of their own.  

They do not know how many they are. The estimate of the Kurdish people 
are 30-40 millions, and they live across the borders of Iran, Iraq, Turkey and 
Syria. Both men and woman are trained to fight from young age. They are 
fighting for their own nation. Kurdistan. The orign of the Kurdish people are 
not known, another not solved mystery. Iranian Kurdistan and Lorestan have 
common border. While the Kurds have settled in towns and villages and do 
farming, there are still pastoral nomadic tribes among the people in Luristan.    
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From a horse exhibition outside Sanadaj the capital of the province of Iranian Kurdistan. 



Kurdish woman dressed up with coins. 
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The Luri people live in the mountains just north of the citadel of  Susa. The language 
spoken in the border area between Luris and Kurds is called “Gorani”. 
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The classical way of dressing up for a festival in northern parts of Iranian 
Kurdistan and inside Iraqi Kurdistan. 



The matches of the Bakhtiari and 
Banjara tribes  
The Bakhtiari is a Luri tribe. They speak the Bakhtiari 
dialect of the Luri language.

Bakhtiaris primarily inhabit Chaarmahal and Bakhtiari and eastern Khuzestan, 
Lorestan, Bushehr and Isfahan provinces. Bakhtiari tribes have an especially 
large population concentration in the cities of Masjed Soleyman, Izeh, 
Shahr-e-Kord and Andika villages. A small percentage of Bakhtiari are still 
nomadic pastoralists. migrating between summer quarters (sardsīr or yaylāq) 
and winter quarters (garmsīr or qishlāq). Numerical estimates of their total 
population vary widely. Their dwellings are in the Zagros mountains, just east of 
the citadal of Susa. 

Bakhtiari is a sub-tribe within the Luri tribes, and located in the centre of Lorestan.  
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Female Bakhtiaris and their use of coins 
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Female Bakhtiaris and their use of coins 
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More than 24 per cent of the males in Lorestan have the DNA code M269, 
a high frequency they share with the Celts and the Banjaras. 



The history and coins of the Kurmanji 
people  
The Kurmanji people are Northern Kurds once deported to 
the Eastern province of Khorasan.They have colours, dress 
code and a dialect of their own. 
The Kurmanji people of 
Khorasan was deported from 
their dwelling in proper Kurdistan. 
in the 17th century Shah Abbas 
inherited a state threatened by 
the Ottomans in the west and the 
Uzbeks in the northeast. He 
bought off the former, in order to 
gain time to defeat the latter, 
after which he selectively 
depopulated the Zagros and 
Caucasus approaches, deporting 
Kurds, Armenians, Georgians, 
North Caucasians and others 
who might, willingly or not, 
supply, support or be any use in 
an Ottoman campaign in the 
region. Shah Abbas forcibly 
depopulated much of the Kurdish 
lands ahead of the Ottoman 
expansion. He made it lucrative 
and prestigious for Kurds to 
become military conscripts, and 
raised an army of tens of 
thousands of predominantly 
Kurdish soldiers. Abbas also 
razed villages to the ground and 
marched the people into the 
Persian heartland.  

Some very few people of Kurdish origin  
speack a dialact named Gorani. 
The Banjaras speak Lambadi also 
called Gormati. 
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A Kurmanji woman from Khorasan 
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Kurmanji women from Khorasan 
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The word “Arami” means Laban

Aram’i’ or Aram’chi’? In Kurmanji and Gormati this question 
means the same: «Are you at peace»? 

Kurmanji is a Northern Kurdish language, spoken in areas of Syria, Iraq and 
North Western Iran (Persia), used by 15-20 million people who still live in the 
land of the ancient Arameans. This is from a dictionary in Kurmanji:   

 
 di

The Banjara people use the word “Aram” everyday. You will be greeted 
with the following question: Aram chi? The answer will be “Aram tzo”. British
Rabbi Sacks explains (above) that the biblical use of Arami means Laban. 
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Israeli natives use coins in dress code 
Persian Jews used coins as a part of their headgear. Inside 
today’s Israel we find the same dress code. 
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            (Over). The natives of the city of Bethlehem      
            outside their famous Church at the time of   
            Christmas. 

            (Left). A young girl in the district of Samaria      
            display coins in her headgear. 

          The biblical district of Samaria is also         
          known as the «West Bank». The      
          natives called «Palestinians» 
          use headgears with coins as they 
          gather for festivals. Photo’s taken in 
          Bethlehem from 1880 to 1920  
          support the Persian narrative. The 
          natives living in the town were Jesus
          was born proudly fill the public     
          square outside their World known 
          Church with headgear and dresses 
          full of coins. 
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Native girls in 
traditional clothes 
pose in front of a 
Christmas tree at 
Manger Square in 
Bethlehem, Judea, 
Israel on 24 
December, 2014 



Native females in Bethlehem display their coins.
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Micah 5:2
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me 
one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of 
old,from ancient times.”



Native bride in Bethlehem display her coins.
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   Native Jewish female in Bethlehem display her coins
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Native females in Jerusalem display their coins
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The colours and coins of Kuchi tribes of 
Afghanistan 
Kuchis or Kochis are pastoral nomads belonging primarily 
to the Ghillji Pashtun in the southern, western and northern 
regions of Afghanistan. In the Persian language «Koch» 
means migration.  

The National Multi-sectoral Assessment of Kuchi in 2004 estimated that there 
are about 2.4 million of them in Afghanistan, with around 1.5 million (60%) 
remaining fully nomadic. The nomads and semi-nomads mostly keep sheep 
and goats. The merchant Powindah (Ghilji) [or Ghilzai] Pashtuns used to move 
annually from the Afghanistan mountains to the valley of the Indus. 
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Kuchi female in Afghanistan. 
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The Banjara and Hazara use mirrors in 
dress code

The Hazara tribe has a stronghold in and around the city of 
Kandahar. A city that links Persia and India.  

Emperor Jahangir gave us the proof of the Banjaras being present in the 
Afghan city of Kandahar. From there they seems to have picked up the idea of 
using mirrors in their dresses. The Banjaras share this pattern with the Hazara 
tribe. I have not come across other Asian tribes using mirrors in this way. 
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Hazara 
dress
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Two Banjara and Hazara ladies. Are they sisters?  



Silk Road Festival in Vancouver,
Canada

The two millennia old Silk Road spans over 5,000 miles, 
and served as a trade route between China and the 
Mediterranean. 

 

The free, two-day festival running July 6 and 7 at the Vancouver Art Gallery will 
feature a diverse range of visual and performing arts, a bazaar filled with 
colourful arts and crafts, and food and beverage inspired by the ancient Silk 
Road. CBC Vancouver's Lien Yeung will host festival's opening ceremony on 
July 6. Source: CBC Communications · Posted: Jun 13, 2019
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Female with dress from Kandahar 
at Silk Road Festival  

When I pressed the number 6 on this website,
the name of a girl from Kandahar came on my display. 



Cyrus the Great recognises God of 
Israel 

 

2 Chronicles 36:23. 

“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a 
temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his people among you may go up, 
and may the Lord their God be with them.’”.

Ezra1:2-4

“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: « The Lord, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a 
temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his people among you may go up 
to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the 
God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. And in any locality 
where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide them with silver 
and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of 
God in Jerusalem.’”
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The Gor Banjara tribe has  
Persian connections. Can we 
learn more from the Persian 
Empires relationship with the 
sons of Israel? They had been 
captured and exiled beyond the
Euphrates river. King Cyrus 
recognised God of Israel, the 
God who dwelled in Jerusalem. 
He permitted the remains of the 
people of Israel to return to 
Jerusalem and rebuild the 
temple of King Solomon. Lets 
take a look at the records found 
in the Bible. 

Coin made for the 2550 year anniversary of the 
reign of Cyrus the Great of Persia 



Ezra 4:6-10. 
«So the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching 
of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo. They finished 
building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel and the 
decrees of Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. Moreover, I hereby 
decree what you are to do for these elders of the Jews in the construction of 
this house of God: Their expenses are to be fully paid out of the royal treasury, 
from the revenues of Trans-Euphrates, so that the work will not stop. Whatever 
is needed—young bulls, rams, male lambs for burnt offerings to the God of 
heaven, and wheat, salt, wine and olive oil, as requested by the priests in 
Jerusalem—must be given them daily without fail,  so that they may offer 
sacrifices pleasing to the God of heaven and pray for the well-being of the king 
and his sons. Furthermore, I decree that if anyone defies this edict, a beam is 
to be pulled from their house and they are to be impaled on it. And for this crime 
their house is to be made a pile of rubble. May God, who has caused his Name 
to dwell there, overthrow any king or people who lifts a hand to change this 
decree or to destroy this temple in Jerusalem. I Darius have decreed it. 
Let it be carried out with diligence». 
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The second temple in Jerusalem.



The temple of Jerusalem was rebuild financed by Persian coinage. Imprinted 
was the image of Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. What a joy it 
must have been for the people of Israel to carry with them these Persian coins, 
as a token and proof of their royal support. Knowing that the subjects of the 
Persian empire would put coins the dresses of their wifes and daughters, there 
is no reason for why women of Israeli origin would do otherwise. Despite the 
support from the citadel of Susa, the tribesmen of Israel faced opposition to the 
reconstruction of the temple in Jerusalem. Simply because the land, that had 
been laid waste by the Neo-Assyrians, were occupied by new citizens. 

2. Kings 17:24. 
The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Kuthah, Avva, Hamath and 
Sepharvaim and settled them in the towns of Samaria to replace the Israelites. 
They took over Samaria and lived in its towns.

The Neo Assyrians had replaced the people of Israel with slave labour and 
migrants from Elam in lower Persia. It was a bid to crush and destroy the 
rebellions that frequently took place around Susa, later to become the capital of 
the Persian Empire. The former elamites, now inhabitants of Samaria started to 
complain against the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, claiming that the 
people of Israel were not loyal to the Persian empire. Off course, the settlers in 
Samaria did not desire to hand over their settlements to the homecoming sons 
of Jacob, in particular from the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin who had been 
70 years in exile in Babylon. 

Ezra 4:6-10.  
At the beginning of the reign of Xerxes they lodged an accusation against the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem.And in the days of Artaxerxes king of Persia, 
Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his associates wrote a letter to 
Artaxerxes. The letter was written in Aramaic script and in the Aramaic 
language. Rehum the commanding officer and Shimshai the secretary wrote a 
letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king as follows: Rehum the 
commanding officer and Shimshai the secretary, together with the rest of their 
associates—the judges, officials and administrators over the people from 
Persia, Uruk and Babylon, the Elamites of Susa, and the other people whom 
the great and honorable Ashurbanipal deported and settled in the city of 
Samaria and elsewhere in Trans-Euphrates.
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A Christian woman in Samaria
displaying coins and crosses. 

The Arameans and Elamites 
were distant cousins of the 12 
tribe of Israel. Both Aram and 
Elam were sons of Shem, 
their common forefather they 
shared with Abraham, Isaak 
and Jacob. The Arameans 
and Elamites had turned into 
Samaritans, and would 
become a stumbling stone for 
the returning people of Israel. 
Elam being a part of the 
Persian Empire, was 
considered hostile outsiders. 
The new Samaria was like a 
foreign nation, geographically 
separating the southern 
district of Judea from Galilee 
of the north. Splitting ancient 
Israel into three pieces. It was 
not possible to re-establish 
the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel with the city of Samaria 
as its capital. If the people of 
Israel had been able to bring 
all the tribes back to its 
ancient dwellings, they could 
have claimed that God had 
forgiven them for the national 
sins of the ancient Davidic 
kingdom. But the 10 tribes of 
Israel had been lost. The 
returning tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin were not able to 
return to the greatness of the 
Davidic kingdom, even with a 
rebuilt temple.
 



Before the fall of the Northern Kingdom its population had become an 
admixture of the 10 tribes of Israel, people from Aram and other Middle Eastern 
tribes. They had jointly tried to defend themselves from the assault of the 
Assyrians. After the temple in Jerusalem was rebuilt Galilee was completely 
changed. Now being inhabited by settlers. They were considered by the people 
of Judah to be hybrid people, out of which there could come very little or 
nothing good.
 
John 1: 46:
“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and 
see,” said Philip.

John 7: 41 
Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? Does not 
Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from 
Bethlehem, the town where David lived?

600 years after King Cyrus permitted the rebuilding of the Temple, the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin were still waiting for a greater King who would be able to 
rebuild the lost House of Israel. They were waiting for the promised Messiah 
and redeemer of Israel. The new king of the Jews was supposed to set Himself 
on the eternal throne promised to the house of King David. In 350 B.C many 
thought Alexander the Great was the promised Messiah. The Macedonian 
kings brought the age of the Greater Persian Empire to an end, and filled the 
Persian civilization with Hellenism, the culture and thinking of the Greeks. It 
became a trap for the Jewish people, the Greek rulers hostile towards Judaism. 
I will suggest you read about this age in the Maccabean books of the Old 
Testament. At the end of the second Temple period the Jewish people saw an 
adulteration of the Jewish faith. The greeks even set up a pig in the temple in 
Jerusalem, its cleansing the base for the feast of Hannukah. 
Eventually Jerusalem and the whole region 
fell apart, and was administratively taken 
over by the Romans. Rome never enforced 
the Roman gods on the people living inside 
Israel. The Jews had their own priests and 
autonomy in religious matters. The Bible 
explains the challangees of this age. There 
were few visions presented and hardly any 
prophetic voices. Up till the days of John 
the Baptist, which marks the beginning of 
the new testament age.      
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The Hannukah lamp has a candle 
for each day it took to cleanse
the temple. 



The parable of the lost coin
Jesus the Messiah shared a parable of the lost coin. The 
masters teachings made sense for pastoral nomadic tribes
in the Middle East.  
  

Luke 15:8-10. 
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a 
lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  And when she 
finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost coin.’  In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

For people who are objects of materialism in the Western civilisation, this 
parable will not make sense. Who care if someone loses a coin?  The loss is 
minimal, like a coin falling out of a pocket. But for nomadic tribes of Persian 
origin this would be a serious matter. To lose a coin in the headgear, can be 
compared with you lossing a front tooth. The very day you are suppose to 
attend a marriage. A terrible shame to stand there toothless.
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Likewise a woman who loses one of her coins are exposed to shame the 
moment she enters the public realm. Carrying the pride of her rich 
husband, she will be accused of carelessness. The only way to avoid public 
shame, is to search for the coin till she finds it.  Not stopping before she finds it. 
When she finds her coins, naturally she wants to rejoice with her close friends 
and even her neighbours, who might have seen the lost coin just outside their 
doorstep. In the Persian context, this makes sense. Jesus using the crisis of a 
lost coin to paint the seriousness of sin in front of their eyes. And the 
rejoicing in the Kingdom of Heaven when a person turn way from sins, accept 
his guilt, and rejoice when he understand he has been forgiven. Any Banjara 
female, who use a traditional headgear full of coins, will be able to understand 
what the Messiah explained. And hopefully take this message to her heart. 
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Abrahams children: As many as the 
stars 
The patriarch Abraham was told to look up at the stars in a 
bid to count his future descendants. 

The school of social-anthropology is very different from many other scientific 
schools. While archaeologists demand physical proof on the ground to 
acknowledge existence of human habitation, anthropologists seek for common 
patterns or behaviour cross physical borders and boundaries. There might have 
been ancient connections that neither can be proven by written records, nor are 
there anything found in the dust or mud which can be used as evidence of 
such. Still we can acknowledge that people must have had close relations. 
I have spent much time searching for written records. I have also searched high 
and low for circumstantial evidence of physical encounters. I have found some, 
and will hopefully find more. Now I will concentrate on rituals of the Banjara 
tribe, which I will compare with the Biblical culture of the Israelites. Beyond time 
and national borders.
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How many stars are you able to count? 



Gadag a dream for anthropologists
«This must be the Wild Wild West of India». My friend 
laughed as he lifted me into a taxi at the railway station in 
the city of Gadag. 

He had not picked me up in a Limousine. Neither in an Indian Auto, a three- 
wheeler. This cab had only one horse.  And it stood right in front of me. To drive 
inside an Indian city in horse and cart was surely not what I had expected. Bur 
it was truly exotic, and told the story of a place where times have stood still for 
centuries. At least in some pockets of its population. This kind of cultures and 
societies are a gift to anthropologists. You walk right into villages who use 
working patterns not seen since before the Industrial revolution. Houses where 
oil lamps are used at night, and where orally transmitted knowledge are being 
passed on to the next generation in details. Girls sitting at their mother’s feet, 
not being permitted to go outside after dark. Learning and preserving the 
patterns and symbolic items of the nomadic tribe. With hundred percent 
accuracy.   

Gadag welcomes visitors by offering them a ride in a horse taxi.
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The rituals of a Banjara wedding

In 2012 I was invited to a Banjara marriage in one of these tandas. 
I could simply not have been able to imagine what I was about to experience. 
Rituals that, for whatever reason, are similar to those of the Old Testament of 
the Bible. The Banjaras are not the only tribe with secret laws and regulations, 
not supposed to be shared with people outside of the tribe. In fact, I was going 
to participate in two weddings of the same couple. One conducted inline with 
what the local Hindu community expected. A local priest invited to oversee the 
marriage rites, and prepare the pooja before the local idols. But after the 
marriage deal was done, and the priest had gone back to his temple, the 
Banjaras prepared for a second wedding. This one free from Hindu rituals. It 
was like the gates of Babylon just opened.
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The bride and her mother 
in their kitchen just days 
before the wedding. 



A group of tribal women arrived, and the lamentation’s started. There is an 
almost not explainable bondage between the mother and daughter. The rituals 
had the power to tear a heart apart.  

I had never in my life thought I would see this amount of tears, almost a river at 
the doorstep of the small house. Emotional songs filled the air. I knew the 
daughter of this Lamani family. It was impossible not to be touched beyond 
limits. Soon I found my self in the same pool of tears. 
«My dear daughter, my own flesh. You grew up in my heart. How can you leave 
me alone, to become old, to die in my sorrows. Have you no heart my dearest. 
How will I survive without you. You are ripping my heart out. You will go beyond 
the mountains, cross the deepest rivers. Where You go, I can never come. I will 
never be able to survive without you. At least return one day and visit my 
grave». 
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Two ladies on their way to sing
ancient songs in the wedding. 

        All close relatives turned up to 
      chant the bride into her marriage.



The sacrifice of a goat and use ot its 
blood 

The Banjara tribe have herds of sheep and goats. In every 
festival they slaughter goats. 

The Banjaras make goat meat and blood a part of rituals before they consume 
both. I was witness to the father of the family going to the shepherd. He spent a 
long time there, searching for the perfect goat. It should not be blind or lame, 
but rather be in perfect conditions. Just as we read in the Old Testament of the 
Bible. The people of Israel was supposed to do offerings to their God. Guilt and 
sin offerings of goats and other animals. On the great day of atonement two 
goats had to be gifted to God. The scape goat was supposed to carry away the 
sins of the Israelis. All the people of the camp were supposed to look deep into 
the eyes of the goat, before the elders chased the goat into the wilderness as a 
sacrifice to God of Israel. The second goat was supposed to be slaughtered. 
The blood of this goat was supposed to be carried to the priest, who offered it 
as a sin offering for the forgiveness of sins. After doing these rituals, the people 
of Israel could rest in peace. 

When a goat was brought to the doorstep of the house of the marriage, 
I presumed the animal was going to be presented to the wedding couple. 
Maybe as a gift, or at least to acknowledged and approved before the slaughter. 
But there, just in front of my eyes the goat was slaughtered. It was a ritual. The 
throat was slit, and the blood collected in a tray. Inside the kitchen some female 
prepared the blood. They mixed blood and wheat and baked small round 
breads, looking almost as the Eucharist in the Catholic Church. To be 
consumed by all the guests. The rest of the blood remained in the tray, and 
carried in front of a stick. A sin offering to an unknown god. This blood was not 
offered to a Hindu deity or any recognisable idol.

Leviticus 16:15
“He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take its 
blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s blood: He shall 
sprinkle it on the atonement cover and in front of it.
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Curses and blessings...

I was raised in Europe in a Lutheran Christian kingdom. In Norway marriages 
are supposed to be festivals of joy. Close relatives and guests from near and 
far are supposed to bring their blessings to the church and the following 
reception. Nice and kind words were expected to be spoken. The father of the 
bride starting a round of speeches, all using their opportunities at the table to 
speak well of the bride and groom. As the Banjara wedding proceeded, I was 
stunned. The families gathered suddenly started to sing insults towards each 
other. As a part of the official rituals. It started with some nice insults, more like 
a joke. «The bride has to big ears, not suitable for our boy». 
A strange thing to say in private, and even more odd when it was sung out by a 
group of adults. The family of the bride was now supposed to put their heads 
together and prepare a reply. Like: «The boy’s nose is big and ugly. He can be 
used as a scare crow». The first five minutes of chanting insults went on 
peacefully, and without any kind of violence. But suddenly someone flung an 
item through the air, which hit one of the grooms’ relatives. Someone had 
crossed the red line, the insult no longer funny and acceptable. It was like a 
curse had been called down from heaven. «The bride is a thief. I saw her 
robbing one guest». The next five minutes became like a nightmare. A brawl 
took place. People screaming and shouting. Not surprisingly, the groom’s 
family packed their stuff, and headed for the exit. They left. I was confused. 
«Is the party over?». Are they going to cancel their marriage on the wedding 
night itself? Down the road, one of the family members of the bride offered a 
peace agreement. There seems to have been an argument over who should 
pay the DJ. A deal was done, and the grooms family made a u-turn and came 
back. And the party continued.  If I had known what came next, I would have 
kept my camera ready. In all Jewish weddings, the groom step on a glass, and 
swear an oath to remain loyal to Jerusalem. The Banjara’s groom and bride 
tied their knots, and a small tent was prepared for them. Because of the 
number of people standing in a rather small place, I was not able to take a 
photo when the groom stamped his foot on a pot of clay. When I later 
asked what this crushing of the clay pot was all about, I was told: We do not 
know the reason for why we do this. We just do it.
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No one could give me an explanation why 
the clay pot had a white cross 
on both sides.  
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The bridegroom just
before stamping 
the pot. 



The people of Israel shall be restored
Who is Israel? What is Israel? Who can be considered to be an 
Israelite, a son and daughter of Israel?

The modern state of Israel was established in 1948. Those who live as a citizen 
of Israel have at least one thing in common. They were able to document that a 
grandmother had a Jewish surname. She had been registered by a rabbi as 
member of a Jewish synagogue, a part of a known Jewish community. Around 
20 per cent of the people living inside Israel, are not of Jewish decent. They are 
considered Israeli Arabs. A couple per cent are nomadic bedouins, or part of 
other religious minorities in the Middle East. 

The Golden Menorah facing the Temple Mount. A symbol for all who desire to see 
a third temple. 
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To answer the question who Israel is, let us start with the origin of the name 
«Israel». It first appears in the first book of the Bible. 

Genesis 32:28 
Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because 
you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”
Jacob the son of Isaak, the son of Abraham, wrestled with God. At this time 
God of the Bible was considered to be God of Abraham, Isaak and Jacob. 
Before Abraham, the God of Shem, the God of Noah. The calling of Abraham 
was going to change the whole World. God promised Abraham that his 
offspring would become countless. Through his family line a nation was going 
to be built, the promised land. And all nations would be blessed through this 
nation. Abraham was told to look up into the sky. It was God’s bid to make him 
understand how many his offerings would become. Countless.  

Genesis 15:5
 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if 
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring.
The12 tribes are considered to be the original family of Israel. King Saul was 
the first king who managed to unite all the tribes under His kingship. But the 
kingdom has taken away from him and gifted to David, son of Jesse. David 
established the Davidic kingdom, and eventually made Jerusalem the capital. 
During the reign of David all the people who dwelled in the promised land, 
became the subject of the great nation of Israel. During the reign of Solomon, 
the son of David, the kingdom of Israel was enlarged to its greatest. All people, 
tribes and nations west of the river Euphrates became the subject of Israel. 
He reigned from Lebanon in the north to the border with Egypt in the south. 
Solomon sent ships to distant shore to collect items to build a temple for God of 
Israel in Jerusalem. The Bible explain that Solomon’s kingdom and kingship 
was known throughout the World. 

1. King 4: 34. 
From all nations people came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the 
kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom. 
We do not know how many children king Solomon had. But there could have 
been plenty. The Bible explains that Solomon married a lot of foreign women. 
Old at age these women lead him into worshiping foreign gods. If we presume 
that Solomon had children with a large number of his wives and concubines, 
the people of Israel, after some few hundred years, became too many to count. 
One folklore tradition of the Gor Banjara tribe claim they are related to Solomon 
through one of his wife’s. Well that is surely possible. Since Solomon had 799 
wifes and 300 concubines.
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Many members of considered foreign tribes were assimilated into the tribal 
community of Israel. The best examples is Ruth, who married Boaz. She was a 
Moabite. She became the great grandmother of King David. By the terms of 
genetic science, David was not hundred per cent Jewish. The king fell in love 
with Bathsheba, the wife of the Hittite Uriah. This woman married to a non-Jew-
ish citizen of the Davidic Kingdom, might not have been a daughter of the 12 
tribes. His son Solomon might only be 50 per cent Jewish. The kingdom of 
Israel adopted non-Jewish citizens who embraced Judaism. They were called 
proselytes. With the acceptance of proselytes came disputes concerning 
conversions and faithfulness. Not all members of the 12 tribes were loyal and 
faithful. The Davidic kingdom eventually fell apart because of the sins of 
Solomon. The sins of the Northern Kingdom of Israel were so grievous that 
God of Israel permitted its citizens to be struck by famines and deadly seizes of 
their townships. Just before Samaria fell into the hands of the Neo-Assyrians, 
the Israelites were forced to eat their own children in a bid to survive. 

2 Kings 6: 28-29
Then he asked her, “What’s the matter?” She answered, “This woman said to 
me, ‘Give up your son so we may eat him today, and tomorrow we’ll eat my 
son.’ So we cooked my son and ate him. The next day I said to her, ‘Give up 
your son so we may eat him,’ but she had hidden him.”

The title of this book considers Banjara females to be «daughters of Israel». 
There is no way we can trace their bloodline and DNA back to the 12 tribes of 
Israel. But there is sufficient circumstantial evidences that Gor Banjara’s had 
their dwellings or camps inside ancient Israel.  And therefor should be 
considered a part of the commonwealth of Israel. An enlarged community of 
tribes, people and nations who lived in submission to the Davidic kingdom and 
in particular his son Solomon.
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During the sieges of Samaria 740-721 B.C the
people of Israel were forced to eat their 
own children. 



Their turbulent minds
The gypsies take both their joy and sorrows to the 
extremes.

There is a saying about the Jewish people. Wherever there are three Jews 
gathered, there will be four different opinions. I have had the honour and 
privilege to visit Israel on several occasions. I have lost the count, but at least 
15, or 16 times. Israeli politics is colourful business. A party can rise to 
popularity from nothing, and fall out of the national parliament Knesset at the 
very next election. Israelis loves the dynamics of an argument. Since many 
Hebrew words have several different meanings, rabbinical interpretation of 
scriptures do not only fill up bookshelves in libraries. They are an integrated 
part of the Jewish mind. Sometimes its difficult, and often impossible to reach a 
decisive conclusion. If you study Israeli biblical history in the Old 
Testament of the Bible, you will see the origin of these endless debates and 
discussions, the sudden fit of rage and radical change of political tides. One day 
two neighbours eat and drink at the same table. The next day they stand in 
bitter opposition, and you think their friendship is over. You might be surprised: 
But as soon as the sun rises in the east, the two neighbours are back in the 
courtyard of each other, sharing a warm cup of Turkish coffee. 

There are similarities in the mind set of Jews and gypsies. But the gypsies take 
their joy and sorrows to the extremes. Most of us have a balanced mind. Our 
thoughts and feelings do not move to dangerous level of hyper tensions. Very 
seldom we get so annoyed that we take part of brawls and physical encounters. 
When we are worried, we can handle our challenges without falling into a 
depression. Very few of us get into the modus of planning a suicide. For the 
gross majority our psychology and actions brings peace into our closest 
relations and acquaintances. In my encounters with the Banjara tribe, 
I identified a disturbed and troubled mind. Before a stormy weather rips 
something apart, there will be signs and warnings. So you can prepare for the 
ride through the waves of trouble. When you build a relationship with a Banjara 
be ready for a rocky ride. Rapid changes comes like a bombshell. When you 
enter a house of this nomadic tribe, in a split second broad daylight can be 
turned into a nightmare. At least, it looks like this for all outsiders. An exchange 
of bad words, filthy languages and curses can erupt at any moment. For 
reasons who the Banjara’s only knows. They live in small rooms, having only a 
few square metres of individual space each. It is close to impossible to avoid 
tensions. I have several times felt I might have prevented a murder by quickly 
putting myself up as a physically barrier between two intrigued persons of the 
same family.
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Yelling at each other, calling their family member mad, crazy and sons of 
bastards. Later I would be made aware that through my noble interference, I 
only made a fool of myself, and had become their new laughing stock. Because 
some few minutes later, what looked like a deadly brawl, had been turned into 
the greener pastures. The air again filled with smiles. What looked like a 
bullfight is over, and you can expect to get a hug too. The knife put back where 
is should be. 

There are surely much wiser persons than me who have done a scientific study 
of the psychology of the Banjara tribe. But as a layman on this topic, I have 
reflected on the strong currents of their mind. For thousands of years the 
tribesmen lived on the back of their houses, cattle’s and donkey’s. Always on 
the move, facing all kinds of weather conditions and the challenges of the 
wilderness. A tough life as an integrated part of changing seasons. In the rough 
terrain of the mountains of Afghanistan, they could face four seasons on the 
same day. A cloudburst could bring a sudden onslaught of big hails. These icey 
snowballs could knock a child to the ground, if the tribe did not quickly find a 
suitable cover. The very next hour the sun would shine like during high summer. 
These nomads are able to use and work in all kinds of weather. Mowing 
towards the sunset watching the colours of life in all its astonishing beauty. 
Facing robbers along their path, they have to able to make a halt and fight for 
their life. This kind of lifestyle do not only keep you on the constant alert. It 
makes you a survivor of whatever trouble may be thrown at you. The political 
landscape after World War II became a disaster zone for all nomadic tribes. 
Military controlled borders with barbed wire have been enforced across the 
globe. Cross border, long distant travelling have been restricted to some few 
remaining wildlife areas on the planet. Most of the gypsies have been forced to 
move into urbanisation in a bid for survive. This kind of lifestyle do not suit a 
gypsy. It is considered extremely boring and tasteless. The very reason for their 
deepest valleys of sorrows. The modern way of city life gives more fuel to their 
disturbed and troubled minds. 

This turbulent existence also have a limitless upside. When you relate to the 
Banjara tribe, you can expect to get some of the finest and most exciting 
moments of your life. If you say some nice and kind words to a gypsy, you will 
get a friend for life. Who long for your return, to offer you a cup of chai and 
some Banjara bati. (bread). To see you enjoy in their presence. When darkness 
is taken away, a Banjara is like a rocket that zooms through the upper limits of 
the atmosphere in a bid to reach the stars. You can simply not find a more warn 
and enthusiastic person. Members of the Gor Banjara community can not wait 
for the next chance to sing and dance, and have a big chunk of chicken or goat. 
If they consider you a true friend, you will surely be invited to the party. Be ready 
for an explosion of colours, heat and joy.   

110



King «Lamani» of Ashdod. 
For many in Goa a «lamani» would be considered an 
uneducated and not civilised person.

Many languages use the same words. Still there might be no connection 
between the languages, the use of words, or between the people who use 
them. But there might be. One of these words is «lamani». For the 
Gor Banjaras this word is one of their key words. It is one of their most used 
surnames. In Tandas around Gadag the Lamani surname is very popular. 
«Lamanis » is also used as a slang for the full Gor Banjara community by 
outsiders. In particular in Goa, where the Banjaras represent a large 
minority of almost 15 per cent of the population. For the goans a «lamani» is a 
slang for trouble. Some goans teach their children that the «lamanis» are 
robbers. If you do not look after your belongings, a «lamani» will pick it up. 
A goan lady told me that in their family children were told that if they continued 
to be naughty, their mother will sell them to a «lamani». The child would be lost. 
Since no one knows the exact whereabouts of this wandering gypsy tribe. 
A «lamani» would be considered an uneducated and uncivilised person, who 
lives somewhere in the wilderness, up in the mountains. A «ghat’i». For the 
goans, a person who lives up in the Western Ghats of the Konkan cost. 

A foreign visitor danse of joy in Banjara colony at Baga Beach in Goa.
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It was through a booklet printed by the National Banjara Professors 
Association (NBPA) I found «King lamani». 

This king was not presented as the origin, or a forefather of the Banjara tribe, 
but as a king who used the same name as one of theirs. This king was only 
mentioned in a few lines. What triggered my interest was the location of this 
king. The city of Ashdod in Israel. This king lived in turbulent times in Israel, 
around 700 A.D. The Davidic kingdom had fallen apart, and split into two 
competing kingdoms. Judah in the south, and the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
To understand “lamani” we need to study the geopolitical situation of this age. 
We need to put in context who this king was, and who his supporters might 
have been. Being named «lamani» by the Neo Assyrians, they presented this 
person as an usurper of power, a commoner with no royal background. But 
surely a rebel with a cause, whose rebellion the emperor would like to see 
crushed at all costs. The rebellion did fail, and «lamani» fled to Upper Egypt 
leaving his wife and family behind. A local king loyal to the Assyrian captured 
«lamani» and handed him over to the Assyrians. The usurper king was taken 
into captivity in Assyria. That this king is named «lamani» is absolutely relevant 
for my research into the origin of the Gor Banjara Lamanis. Obviously we 
cannot collect the DNA of this king to prove his origin. And we only have the 
Assyrian account to rely on when it comes to his existence. Scholars dispute if 
his name was «lamani» or «yamani». An anthropological approach brings 
some light to whom this man was. In the years after the Assyrians had sent the 
10 tribes of Israel (Northern Kingdom) into exile 740-722 B.C, the people of the 
Israeli city of Ashdod revolted. In 711 B.C they removed the Assyrian vassal 
king, and put Lamani on the throne. Assyrian regained control of Ashdod. 
Lamani was captured, and taken to Assyria in chains. No further records of his 
final destiny have been found. 
Who was this Lamani? A man from the sea residing in Philistia?  
A Greek, a man from Cyprus?  An Aramean who fought the Assyrians?
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Christopher Tuplin takes a
 deeper look into this matter in
 this book:
«Some have believed 
Yamani of Ashdod 
was a Cypriot adventurer 
and, if so, his activities might 
have drawned attention but is 
deeply flawed. «Yamani»
should not be construed as  
«ionian», and the reading of
Ia-ad-na found in place of 
Yamani in some versions 
should be considered as a 
simple erroneous writing of
la-ma-ni, not as a sort of 
Freudian slip inspired by 
Iadnana and providing 
constructive evidence that 
scribes knew the usurper to
have been Cypriot, a point
relevant not only to Yamani
but also and more importantly
to the history of conflicts with 
Ionians represented: (a) the
report of Qurdi-Assur-lamue 
about what seem to be Ionian 
military or piratical descents on 
the Phoenician coast. (b) The 
possible appearances of 
Ionians in Sargon’s annals 
for 715 as well establhlishd 
enemies of Que (Cilicia). And 
(c) Surely go together and all 
three may be exclusively 
connected with Greeks 
in Cilicia»

113

Lets go through some reflections on
the records from Assyria.



                                                                   Orientalia, Volum 70, 2001, by 
                                                                   Paul de Lagarde. 

                                                                   From the Tang-i Var inscriptions we
                                                                   learn that Shabatka was already in
                                                                   power in 706 BC when he extradited 
                                                                   lamani to Sargon. This episode is 
                                                                   also recorded several times in 
                                                                   Sargon’s inscriptions from 
                                                                   Dur-Sharrukin (Khorsabad). 
                                                                   According to the Great Display 
                                                                   inscription. The king Meluhha 
                                                                   sequently overwhelmed by the 
                                                                   awesome splendour of the gods of 
                                                                   Assur, Nabu and Mardux extradited 
                                                                   Lamani to Sargon. The Great display 
                                                                   Inscriptions and Small Display
                                                                   Inscriptions of Salon XIV are dated
                                                                   to Sargon’s fithtenth year, Nissan 
                                                                   707 BC- Adar 706 B.C.  (…). 
                                                                   In 713/2 or 712/1 BC lamani of 
                                                                   Ashdod rebelled against Assyria. 
                                                                   He attempted to muster support 
                                                                   from local rulers and from Pir’u 
                                                                   (Pharaoh) king of Egypt. 
                                                                   Nevertheless, when the Assyrians
                                                                   approached Ashdod in 712 B.C, 
                                                                   lamani fled to Egypt, ending up at 
                                                                   the border of Egypt with Kush. 
                                                                   He initially received asylum from the 
                                                                   king of Kush, but was eventually        
                                                                   sent back in shackles to Nineveh. 
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This has been recorded by Dr. J.Kaplan, Museum of Antiquetis of Tel Avid-jaffa. 
The stronghold of Yamani at Ashdod-Yam. Israel Exploration Journal, Vol 19, 
no 3 (1967), page 137-149. 

 

«The fortress of Ashdod, Ashdod Yam is mentioned only in documents from 
the time of Assyrian emperor Sargon II (742. B.C to 705 B.C). In connection to 
his campaign against the kingdom of Ashdod in 713 B.C. The purpose of this 
military action was to crush a rebellion by an usurper who had seized rule in 
the costal town. This usurper called lamani by Sargon, rebelled against him 
and, according to the documents, Lamani in great haste fortified three cities in 
the kingdom of Ashdod. Ashdod itself, Gath and Ashdod-Yam. The last was 
evidently to serve as a rear base for for the main city in times of danger». 

The Assyrian’ record «lamani» claims he was an «Ionian» a Greek, or a man of 
Hellenistic origin. In the book «The Orientalizing Reveloution: Near Eastern 
Influence on Greek Culture in the early arcacia age », author Walter Burket 
claims Lamani’s origin has been disputed. 
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When I go through these few, but important sources, quite a few pieces in the 
large puzzle falls into place. Whoever this «Lamani» was. He did not want to 
surrender neither to the emperor nor to the gods of Assur. He was aware of 
the sieges of Samaria, and the horrific war tactic of the Assyrians, forcing 
people to starve to death. Most of the people of the Middle East accepted 
each other’s gods. This was a fruit of the last years of the Davidic kingdom, 
where King Solomon started his error of worshiping the gods of his foreign 
wives. A small minority refused to accept this kind of practices. The worshipers 
of YA, the God of Shem. These Semites faced hatred and persecution for their 
stand. They firmly believed that the true and living God cannot be found in any 
idol. And that the worship of idols triggers anger and curses. From the 
Assyrian perspective, any rebellious character was considered a «Greek». 
A negative slang for a lot of various people, who had been fighting against the 
resent Assyrian onslaught on the Greek dominated islands like Cyprus and 
Crete. Fighting under the banners of Athens. Christopher Tuplin in his book 
«Achaemenid Studies» highlight this point: The Neo-Assyrians had superior 
weapons of steel. After the fall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722. BC, 
there seems to be no one who could stop the Assyrian advances southwards. 
In this book «Egypt as a place of refuge» Garnett Gavin writes: «Since no 
Levantine coalition could stand up to the power of the Neo-Assyrian kingdom, 
local powers had to adjust their politics and buy time in order to survive». 
Lamani refused to bow, and put up the fight for his life. After the fall of Ashdod, 
even King Hezekaiah who ruled in Jerusalem entered into a compromise with 
the Assyrian king, who did not desired to see the city destroyed with all its 
splendour established by King Solomon. Jerusalem eventually fell into the 
hands of Nebuchadnezzar II. In 597 B.C. the city of David and the Temple of 
Solomon were looted and destroyed. 
Why did Lamani decide to fight? 
If he was a convinced follower of YA, (The great I AM) he saw no other 
options. He would face the wrath of the living God if he compromised, bowing 
before and worshipping the gods of Assur. The King of Assyria was one of YA’s 
enemies. But is was YA who sent the Assyrian king to punish the badly 
corrupted people of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  
Could this lamani be the origin of the gypsy’s, another word for a wandering 
tribe? 
Very much possible. Keep in mind that the gypsy people did not originally call 
themselves «Gypsy’s». Throughout the ages this word has been used as a 
negative slang. King Lamani of Ashdod appears to be the origin of this slang. 
He lost the battle. He left his family high and dry as he fled to Egypt. In Upper 
Egypt he was betrayed and put in chains. He eventually shared the same 
destiny with the tribes of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, who was supposed to 
be loyal followers of YA. All who had been a part of ancient Israel, also its 
supporters, was sent into Assyrian captivity and enslaved.
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Banjara professor Dinesh Sewa Rathod explained the origin of the word 
«gypsy» in the booklet of the 7th National conference of the National Banjara 
Professors  Associaltion.

To explain the age of “King Lamani”, I made an english video which has been 
translated into Hindi, Lambadi and the religional language Kannada. 
These versions can be watched on youtube, or by visiting this website: 
https://banjarapeople.wordpress.com
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King Bahram Gor V, Luris and Indian 
beauties  
You can find folklore and traditions that support 
Persian-Indian connections. One of them is the Persian 
poem «Haft Peykar » (The seven beauties). Written by 
Nizami Ganjavi who was born in 1141 A.D.  
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Haft Paykar, attributed to Junaid, Anthology of Iskandar Sultan, 
Shiraz, eighth century AD (National Archaeology Museum, Lisbon, 
Portugal).



The poem is about Bahram Gor V. He was the 14th Sassanid king of Persia 
and reigned from 420 to 438 A.D. Like many kings he desired to have a harem 
of beautiful princesses inside his palace. Keep in mind that his mother, 
Shushandukht was Jewish. These seven beauties were princesses from India, 
Turkey, Uzbekistan, Russia, Morocco, China and Azerbaijan/Iran. All of 
these nations, besides Morocco, lies along the Silk Road. The princesses from 
Morocco and China tells the story of Persian influence that brought trade and 
wives, not only along the roads of Central Asia, but also from the most distant 
shores. We discover Persian influence at the beaches of the North Atlantic. 
Another wife came from the rising sun over the Pacific Ocean. In their ancient 
capital Persepolis stod the «Gates of all nations». The vision of the Sassanid 
kings was to become the greatest of them all.

That India was included in the vision of Persia, was not only a matter of trade. 
The daughters of Hindustan have always been considered among the most 
beautiful females. In our modern days India has won a dozen of Miss World 
and Miss Universe contests. The films out of Bollywood catch the eyes of not 
only Persians, but millions of muslims from Morocco to Indonesia. Fifteen 
hundred years may have passed. But nothing seems to have changed under 
the sun. Bahram Gor V confirms an ancient Persian tradition that started 
thousand years before him. The worlds most beautiful women would cause 
empires to rise and fall. In the book of Esther we can read about the biggest 
Miss World competition of them all. King Xerxes ruled over 127 provinces 
stretching from India to Cush. His was displeased with his Queen Vasti, and 
deceided to replace her.

Esther 2:2-4:  
Then the king’s personal attendants proposed, “Let a search be made for 
beautiful young virgins for the king. Let the king appoint commissioners in 
every province of his realm to bring all these beautiful young women into the 
harem at the citadel of Susa. Let them be placed under the care of Hegai, the 
king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let beauty treatments be 
given to them. Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queen 
instead of Vashti.” This advice appealed to the king, and he followed it.
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The «Gates of all nations» 
at Persepolis 



Since Persia had border with India we can suppose that people of Indian origin 
had married into Persian families. Was there any beauty from the Indus Vally 
present in this beauty contest? We can only presume. It is not recorded. 
But what we know is that the Jewish connection to the throne of Susa was 
established. It might be an understatement that the Jewish lady who won this 
beauty contest was a very beautiful girl. 

Esther 2:7:

Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because 
she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who was also known as 
Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. 

It is not only the beauty of a princess who links King Bahram Gor V to India. 
He is also portrayed by Persian chroniclers to be the king who bought Luris to 
Persia from India. That is a very interesting story related to the origin of the 
Banjaras. Because Luris are Persian gypsies. This information is provided by 
the Persian Historian Hamza (950 AD). The Luris was sent to entertain Bahram 
Gur and all Persians. A few souls in the travelling entertainment business? Not 
at all. There were not less than 12.000 of them.

Is the dress code of these nomads within the Persian realm what remains of 
the winning dress code of the Susa beauty contest 2.600 years ago? 
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In her book «The invention of race in the European Middle Ages » 
Geraldine Heng  writes: The Arab historian Hamza of Isfahan (c. 950) assigns a 
key story to the fifth-century Persian monarch Bahram Gur, who deciding that 
«his subjects should work for only half the day and spend the rest of their time 
eating and drinking to the sound of music », encountered subjects who did not 
have musicians or music and persuaded the king of India to send him 12.000 
musicians: Bahram Gur than distributed the musician throughout Persia where 
they multiplied. Their descendants remarked Hamza, are still there, although in 
small numbers of the Zott. Another version of this romance origin appears in 
Firdawsi’s eleventh-century Persian epic, the Shamnameb. Again Bahram Gur 
seeks musicians for his people- this time for the poor, who unlike the wealthy, 
must drink their wine without musical accompaniment. The Persian Shah writes 
to his father in law Shangal, the King of India.

- You must help me out now. Choose ten thousand of those Luris, men and 
woman both, who know to play the lute. Send them to Persia to they can 
entertain the poor her. 
Shangal read the letter, chose the Luris, and sent them to the king, just as he 
had asked. When the Luris arrived at court, the king admitted them and gave 
them an ox and a donkey to each of them, hoping to make farmers of them. He 
also donated a thousand ass-loads of wheat, so they could use the animals to 
plough the land, sow the west and so bring in the harvest. They were also to be 
musicians for the pore, so that commoners would be like the nobility. Off the 
Luris went, but they ate the oxen and the weat, and by the end of the year their 
faces were pale with hunger. The king said to them: «You weren’t suppose to 
waste the seed like this, and forget about seed time and harvest. Well, you still 
have the donkeys: Load up your goods and put silk strings on your lutes. And 
now, because of his words, the Luris wander the World trying to make a living, 
travelling and stealing by day and night.  
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The identity of these groups being uncertain, there are no statistics about 
them; at best they are estimated to be “two or three thousand people” (Amano-
lahi and Norbeck, p. 2). Their origins are just as obscure. According to a 
legend reported in Šāh-nāma (Moscow, VII, pp. 451-52) and repeated by 
several modern authors (e.g., Bausani; Goeje), the Sasanian king Bahrām V 
Gōr (q.v.) learned towards the end of his reign (421-39) that the poor could not 
afford to enjoy music, and he asked the king of India to send him “ten thousand 
luris, men and women, lute playing experts” (l. 2558). When the luris arrived, 
Bahrām gave each one an ox and an ass and an ass-load of wheat so that 
they could live on agriculture and play music gratuitously for the poor. But the 
luris ate the ox and the wheat and came back a year later with their cheeks 
hollowed with hunger. The king was angered with their having wasted what he 
had given them, ordered them to pack up their bags on their asses and go 
wandering around the world. 

Geraldine Heng is not alone, making a case for a link between the Luris and 
the Romani people. Some scholars claim that the Romani people have their 
origin in north west India, from there they are supposed to have made it to 
western Europe. I am not going to argue against this hypothesis, that might be 
true. I will make my case for an ancient link between the Banjaras and the 
Luris who today live in Persia, todays western Iran. There we find a province 
named Lorestan, also spelled Luristan. It literally means the land of the Lurs, 
who speak their own languages named Luri. The land of the Lurs extends from 
the Iraqi frontier and the city of Kermanshah and separates the Khuzestan 
lowland from the interior uplands. The Lurs are of aboriginal stock with strong 
Iranian and Arab admixtures, speak a Persian dialect. Under the Pahlavis the 
Lurs were settled, and only a few retain their pastoral nomadism. The Luristan 
Bronzes, noted for their eclectic array of Assyrian, Babylonian, and Iranian 
artistic motifs, date from this turbulent period. The bronzes were found mainly 
in tombs near Kermānshāh. Cyaxares, ruler of the Medes, drove out the Scyth-
ians in about 620 BCE. Under Cyrus the Great Lorestān was incorporated
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into the growing Achaemenid Empire in about 540 BCE and successively was 
part of the Seleucid, Parthian, and Sāsānid dynasties. The Luri dialects are 
spoken by approximately five million people, and are descended from Middle 
Persian and are Central Luri, Baktiari and Southern Luri. One of my key 
evidences related to the origin of the Banjara tribe is coins in the dress code of 
their females. What about the Luris, who live in the heartland of the Achaemenid 
Empire? Do they use coins in this way? 
All the nomadic tribes that live in Luristan dress their females with coins. It is a 
custom for tribal woman in the Zagros Mountains. 

What about the DNA of the Luris and the Banjaras. Do they match? 
Both the Banjaras and the Luris have a high frequency of DNA code R1b. 
The Lurs are distinguished from other Iranian groups by their relatively elevated 
frequency of Y-DNA Haplogroup R1b.  

The Romani people have a totally different DNA admixture.The Indian Y-
haplogroup H was the most prevalent and represented 40 per cent of all the 
samples. While the Banjaras and the Luris have a Middle Eastern 
DNA-admixture, the Romanis the Romani people seems to have their origin in 
India. 
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Nomadic use of mezuzah as amulets or 
talisman
In Israel you will see mezuzah’s on the doorpost of every 
religious Jew. They are often found in houses of secular 
people. 
 

As I continued my search for the origin of the Banjara tribe, I learned a new 
word. Transfusion. It is a word that can be explained by two persons sharing 
the same symbols. It is not necessarily a confirmation of ancient connections 
and common believes. It might be result of intermingling or some strange 
coincidence in space and time. To explain this in a modern context: A person 
wearing a Christian cross only use it because it was gifted to him.   
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Or he found it along the road, and picked it up. He liked the symbol, but do not 
consider it to have any importance for his spiritual life. Some few hundred 
years later an archaeologist find his grave. The cross around his neck is 
presented as a proof that this person was a Christian, and that the scientists 
might have found a settlement of Christians. 

Let’s take a look at the use of an important item of Judaic origin. The Jews 
were called to preserve the law of Moses, the Torah. In Israel you will see 
mezuzah’s on the doorpost of religious Jews. The most common prayer inside 
a mezuzah : Hear O’ Israel, The Lord Our God, the Lord is One.  Another 
way of carrying the Great Commandments of the Law, was to keep a piece of 
text inside small amulets or prayer boxes. In the nomadic culture called a 
talisman. This kind of amulets were also use by the followers of the Cabalistic 
traditions. Many people who carried neckleses with such amulets believed the 
prayer box it self offered protection from evil spirits and demons. In a Christian 
context: To sleep with a bible will protect you. Or you keeo a cross around your 
neck beliving it protects you. As Islam entered the World stage 600 A.D, Jews 
who converted to islam copied this Jewish practise. These new Muslims kept a 
portion of the koran inside their Talisman. Also on the outside of these amulets 
verses from the koran were imprinted. There exist several photos of Jews in 
Persia carrying a talisman as a part of their dress code. Some of these photos 
are of Jewesses having coins in their headgear. 
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Persian Jewesses carrying a talisman
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128
A “Palestinian” Jew from Ramallah in Samaria in Israel. 



An Azerbadjani Jew, a Banjara and a Persian Jew. All with Talisman. 
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A Banjara with 
mirrors and 
Talisman.



131A woman from the Tuareg tribe with talisman. 

Textiles of the Banjara: Cloth and Culture of a Wandering 
Tribe Hardcover – 29 March 2016 by Charllotte Kwon  (Author)
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A Kuchi talisman. You can put a mini scroll inside.



Esther 1:1
This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 
127 provinces stretching from India to Cush:
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The crossroads of Afghanistan 
I have earlier written about the Banjara word «Tanda» used for a camp. The city of 
Tanda in Uttar Pradesh was the Afghan capital of India.  Just east of the Afghan city of 
Kandahar you �nd Tandah Ghar mountains.  Tandas can also be found in Pakistan, 
and wherever there are Banjaras in Hindustan. I have also given you evidence of the 
Mughal Emperor Jahangir using the Banjara tribe as transporters of supplies for His 
army from Multan to Kandahar.  The Banjaras were part of a millitary plan to capture 
the Persian capital Isfahan.  Let there be no doubts in your mind:  Afghanistan was 
not only the place the Banjaras dwelled. It was here they shared symbols, patterns 
and jewellry with other tribes of greater Persia. What you see is the proof of their 
ancient connections.

 

ZHARE DASHT,AFGHANISTAN - SEPT. 4: Afghan Kuchi nomad children that 
were living in a camp for displaced people around Spin Boldak, near the border 
of Pakistan and southern Afghanistan, are relocated to the encamptment of 
Zhare Dasht by the UNHCR September 4, 2002. The dismal camps like Zhare 
Dasht which is set in the middle of a desert surrounded by mines about 30 
kilometers west of Kandahar. (Photo by Ami Vitale/Getty Images) 
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When I came across this photo of this Kuchi girl in Afghanistan, my heart 
jumped. Look at her dress code. She could be a sister of my beloved Banjara 
family living around the city of Gadag. As I continued to search for similarities 
between the Kuchis and the Banjaras I found that they share the use of coins in 
their dress code. The Banjara tribe in India are exclusively known for using 
large mirrors in the dresses of their females. The Afghan Hazara tribe use the 
same patterns and mirrors. The Hazaras are shiite Muslims, an Islamic 
community of Persian origin. The Shia sect of Islam is the dominant sect in 
todays Iran, who separates them from the pro-Arabian sunnis. The Pashtuns of 
Afghanistan who are sunnies, are long time enemies of the Hazaras. 
The separation of the Hazaras and Banjaras could have taken place in the 11th 
century. While the Hazaras decided to accept the faith of the caliphate, the 
Banjaras decided to move eastwards into India to escape forced conversions. 
As hardline Islam expanded into Delhi, the Gor Banjaras continued they south-
ward journey in seach for more liberal kingdoms. I have mentioned the 
Bahmani empire, who had their base inside todays Karnataka. They claimed 
origin beyond Islam, back the pre-islamic Persian empires. And the Bahmanis 
embraced Sufism, a more liberal version of Islam. Suffis are known for acceping 
people of other faiths living inside their courtyards, and have therefore been 
victimised by more conservative Muslims and the forces of Jihad. The Banjara 
community up till today, do not interact much with Muslims. The Banjaras desire 
to live in their secluded Tandas. The Banjaras were nevertheless smart enough 
to serve both side of military conflicts. Also Muslims. Whoever won the battle, 
the Banjaras would dine at the table of the new rulers. Like they did during the 
rule of the Mughal Emperors. 

If the Banjara’s were present in Afghanistan. Why did they refuse to 
convert to Islam? 
There is no simple answer. But I have asked my self this question. One possible 
explanation: The language of the Banjaras is named Gormati, and the 
Banjaras are also called by the name Gor Banjara. The Kuchi tribes used the 
mountains of Ghor province in Afghanistan as their summer camp. In the 
winter season their flocks flushed into the hinterland and plains of most of 
Central Asia. The Jews of Afghanistan also used the mountains of Ghor 
province. But for a totally different reason. It was a hideout, an escape. 
The Jews have always refused to covert to islam, and rather searched for lesser 
hostile kingdom where they could settled and build their house of prayers. It is 
possible that the Banjaras encountered Jews up in these mountains. Rabbis 
could have helped Banjaras to identify symbols and folklore of Judaic origin. 
And also tribal rules and regulations that obviously had its base in the Torah, 
the Law of Moses. When the rabbis explained their ancient Israeli connections, 
light appeared in the minds of the Banjaras. The Jews and gypsies of 
Afghanistan splitt apart, and continued on their endless journey. Ancient 
knowledge got lost along the rocky path of danger and hostility.  
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When I came across this photo of this Kuchi girl in Afghanistan, my heart 
jumped. Look at her dress code. She could be a sister of my beloved Banjara 
family living around the city of Gadag. As I continued to search for similarities 
between the Kuchis and the Banjaras I found that they share the use of coins in 
their dress code. The Banjara tribe in India are exclusively known for using 
large mirrors in the dresses of their females. The Afghan Hazara tribe use the 
same patterns and mirrors. The Hazaras are shiite Muslims, an Islamic 
community of Persian origin. The Shia sect of Islam is the dominant sect in 
todays Iran, who separates them from the pro-Arabian sunnis. The Pashtuns of 
Afghanistan who are sunnies, are long time enemies of the Hazaras. 
The separation of the Hazaras and Banjaras could have taken place in the 11th 
century. While the Hazaras decided to accept the faith of the caliphate, the 
Banjaras decided to move eastwards into India to escape forced conversions. 
As hardline Islam expanded into Delhi, the Gor Banjaras continued they south-
ward journey in seach for more liberal kingdoms. I have mentioned the 
Bahmani empire, who had their base inside todays Karnataka. They claimed 
origin beyond Islam, back the pre-islamic Persian empires. And the Bahmanis 
embraced Sufism, a more liberal version of Islam. Suffis are known for acceping 
people of other faiths living inside their courtyards, and have therefore been 
victimised by more conservative Muslims and the forces of Jihad. The Banjara 
community up till today, do not interact much with Muslims. The Banjaras desire 
to live in their secluded Tandas. The Banjaras were nevertheless smart enough 
to serve both side of military conflicts. Also Muslims. Whoever won the battle, 
the Banjaras would dine at the table of the new rulers. Like they did during the 
rule of the Mughal Emperors. 

If the Banjara’s were present in Afghanistan. Why did they refuse to 
convert to Islam? 
There is no simple answer. But I have asked my self this question. One possible 
explanation: The language of the Banjaras is named Gormati, and the 
Banjaras are also called by the name Gor Banjara. The Kuchi tribes used the 
mountains of Ghor province in Afghanistan as their summer camp. In the 
winter season their flocks flushed into the hinterland and plains of most of 
Central Asia. The Jews of Afghanistan also used the mountains of Ghor 
province. But for a totally different reason. It was a hideout, an escape. 
The Jews have always refused to covert to islam, and rather searched for lesser 
hostile kingdom where they could settled and build their house of prayers. It is 
possible that the Banjaras encountered Jews up in these mountains. Rabbis 
could have helped Banjaras to identify symbols and folklore of Judaic origin. 
And also tribal rules and regulations that obviously had its base in the Torah, 
the Law of Moses. When the rabbis explained their ancient Israeli connections, 
light appeared in the minds of the Banjaras. The Jews and gypsies of 
Afghanistan splitt apart, and continued on their endless journey. Ancient 
knowledge got lost along the rocky path of danger and hostility.  
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It is my hope that universities in Israel will conduct a study of the Banjaras. 
Some few other things I have discovered: A Banjara who tamper with a virgin 
will have to pay the bride price. The Banjaras also believe that the soul of a 
diseased person will remain with the dead body for three days. First on the 
fourth day, family member’s will go to the place of their burial. The use of Old 
Testament offerings of blood, I have already explained in an earlier chapter. 
Also the tamping of a clay pot by the groom in their weddings. The Seal of 
Solomon and Star of David being used for decorations, and Israeli coins with 
images of the Menorah being used to make rings. 

The Persian dress code with coins

The Menorah coin ring

Blood sacrifices

Stamping a clay pot in weddings.

Use of talisman in dress code

Words like Labhani and Aram.
138



139


	Page 1 to 73
	FRONT
	BACK
	INDEX2
	INDEX3
	INDEX4
	INTRO5
	INTRO6
	INTRO7
	INTRO8
	INTRO9
	INTRO10
	KOR Page1 copy
	KOR Page2 copy
	KOR Page3
	KOR page4 copy
	KOR page5 copy
	KOR page6 copy
	KOR page7 copy
	KOR page8 copy
	KOR page9 copy
	KOR page10 copy
	KOR page11.copy pdf
	KOR Page12 copy
	KOR page13 copy
	KOR Page14 copy
	KOR Page15 copy
	KOR page16 copy
	KOR page17 copy
	KOR page18 copy
	KOR Page19 copy
	KOR page20 copy
	KOR page21 copy
	KOR page22 copy
	KOR page23 copy
	KOR page24 copy
	KOR page25 copy
	KOR page26 copy
	KOR page27 copy
	KOR page28 copy
	KOR page29 copy
	KOR page30 copy
	KOR page31 copy
	KOR page32 copy
	KOR Page33 copy
	KOR page34 copy
	KOR page35 copy
	KOR page36 copy
	KOR page37 copy
	KOR page38 copy
	KOR page39 copy
	KOR Page40 copy
	KOR page41 
	KOR page42 copy
	KOR page43pdf
	KOR page44 copy
	KOR page45 copy
	KOR page46 copy
	KOR page47 copy
	KOR page48 copy
	KOR page49 copy
	KOR page50 copy
	KOR page51 copy
	KOR page52 copy
	KOR page53 copy
	KOR page54 copy
	KOR page55 copy
	KOR page56 copy
	KOR page57
	KOR page58 copy
	KOR page59 copy
	KOR page60 copy
	KOR page61 copy
	KOR page62 copy
	KOR page63
	KOR page64 copy
	KOR page65 copy
	KOR page66 copy
	KOR page67 copy
	KOR page68 copy
	KOR page69 copy
	KOR page70 copy
	KOR page71 copy
	KOR page72 copy
	KOR page73 copy

	Page 74 to 139
	KOR page74 copy
	KOR page75 copy
	KOR page76 copy
	KOR page77 copy
	KOR page78 copy
	KOR page79 copy
	KOR page80 copy
	KOR page81 copy
	KOR page82 copy
	KOR page83 copy
	KOR page84 copy
	KOR page85 copy
	KOR Page86 copy
	KOR page87 copy
	KOR page88 copy
	KOR page89 copy
	KOR page90 copy
	KOR page91 copy
	KOR page92 copy
	KOR page93 copy
	KOR page94 copy
	KOR page95 copy
	KOR page96 copy
	KOR page97 copy
	KOR page98 copy
	KOR page99 copy
	KOR page100 copy
	KOR page101 copy
	KOR page102 copy
	KOR page103 copy
	KOR page104 copy
	KOR page105 copy
	KOR page106 copy
	KOR page107 copy
	KOR page108 copy 2
	KOR page109 copy
	KOR page110 copy 2
	KOR page111 copy
	KOR page112 copy
	KOR page113 copy
	KOR page114 copy
	KOR page115 copy
	KOR page116 copy
	KOR page117 copy
	KOR page118 copy
	KOR page119 copy
	KOR page120 copy
	KOR page121 copy
	KOR page122 copy
	KOR page123 copy
	KOR page124 copy
	KOR page125 copy
	KOR page126 copy
	KOR page127 copy
	KOR page128 copy
	KOR page129 copy
	KOR page130 copy
	KOR page131 copy
	KOR page132
	KOR page133 copy
	KOR page134 copy
	KOR page135 copy
	KOR page136 copy
	KOR page137 copy 2
	KOR page137 copy
	KOR page138 copy
	KOR page139 copy


